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« \ ereater FOOL you might by possibility have chosen ; for you might have 
“ a" soentadive frien the lunatic hospita/s. lf real life afforded you no- 

oe to him as BULLY AND COWARD, Shakespeare or Ben Jonson 
_ “ might, in the character of Pistol or Bobadil, have supplied something to satisfy 


ou. But as LIAR, as brazen, unblushing, malignant liar, your choice sets 


. . . . . ’”” 
> « at defiance all that the world ever saw, either in real life or in fiction. — 
 Recisrer, 9th Aprit, 1831. 





BOROUGHMONGERS AND HUNT. 





TO THE 


PEOPLE OF PRESTON. 





Kensington, April 19, 1831. 
’ My Excentent Frienps, 


_ I very soon perceived that your 
- Cocx would join the boroughmongers. 
lalways thought it; but he had hardly 
- begun to open his mouth in Parliament 
' when I was sure that he would do it 
on the very first opportunity. The 
Cock, however, has so little power that 
_ he cannot do a great deal of harm. 
“The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
| weak.” The effect of the Srurr, re- 
ported to have been made by him on 
_ Tuesday, the 12th instant, has made me 
laugh. This Srury has set the whole 
| country in an uproar against the 
_ Cock. Every-body is “‘ disgusted” and 
“shocked” by this Srurr; but I re- 
collect that every-body could be quiet 
_ enough while this fellow was for years 
_ putting forth LIES AGAINST ME, 
and lies, too, much more infamous 
than those now brought against him. 
Mr. Prentice, a Manchester editor, 
- Snow forced to accuse this fellow of 
lying; but this same Mr. Prentice 
_ Could, very coolly, for a year or two, 
_ Aand about this fellow’s atrocious lies 
against me. However, I excuse Mr. 
Prentice, and hope that it will teach him 
to be more cautious for the future. 
In the last Register, page 141, is the 
Sturt which this fellow made on the 





12th instant, and in which he asserted, 
that the people, all over the country, 
had changed their opinions about the 
Reform Bill, and were now opposed to 
it. This Srvurr was taken, next day, 
and printed, and circulated, by thou- 
sands, by the Boroughmongers and their 
agents! So, my friends, I was right, 
you see! I told you, long ago, that he 
was doing their work in the best possible 
way. I told you, that you had sent to 


Parliament a more zealous enemy of 


reform than any of the boroughs had, 

ou must be well satisfied of this. now. 
On the 18th instant the following took 
place in the House of Commons. It is 
worthy of every-body’s attention, but 
particularly of yours. From you he 
got his power to do that which he has 
done. , With attention, the whole 
of this debate ; see what a figure your 
Cock makes ; then look at one another 
for a little while, and see what a figure 
you yourselves make! After the de- 
bate, you will find some other pretty 
matter ! 


Mr. Hume said that it was very natural 
that a corporate » having a ly of 
the election for their borough, s wish 
to keep it. It was not, however, on the peti- 
tion which had just been presented that he 
rose to speak. But it having been stated, and 
generally circulated, that a large class of per- 
sons in hire were opposed to the Parlia- 
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mentary Reform Bill, he rose to say that he 
was authorized to state, that so far from any 
opposition to that measure, there was an 
unanimous feeling throughout Lancashire in 
favour of the bill, which was hailed as a great 
aod important boon to the people. (Hear, 
hear, hear.) At every public dinner, even at 
those of which the honorabie Member for 
Preston had partook, the health of his Majesty’s 
Ministers aud success to the plan were toasted. 
If there was a single individual present 
opposed to the measure, it was, perhaps, the 
hon. Member for Preston. (Hear, hear, hear.) 
it was of the utmost consequence that that 
important body, the operatives of Lancashire 
and elsewhere, should uot be supposed averse 


to the plan because they did not immediately | 


participate in its provisions. They felt that 
their character was affected by the imputation ; 
they were anxious that it should be known 
that such was their feeling, and if it were 
necessary to prove the fact, meetings would 
be held for that purpose from one end of Lan- 
cashire tothe other. It was true that attempts 
had been made to dissatisfy them with the 


measure. Questions had been asked—if the | 
‘ bill contaived all they wanted ?— if they would 


not rather have had universai suffrage? Wh 

let that question be put to him (Mr. Hume), 
and his answer would be that he would rather 
have universal suffrage. (Hear, hear, hear. 
But was he to set up his opinion on that point 
against the united opinions of that House and 
the country ? That would indeed be dictation. 
But, althongh the bill did not comprehend 
universal suffrage, it was so valuable and im- 
pone a measure that he (Mr. Hume) should 
2% most unworthy of his seat in that House if 
he did not support it. He believed it could be 
proved to demonstration, that the statement 
which had been made by the hon. Member 
for Preston, and at which the right honourable 
and learned Gentlemen under bim were 
so rejoiced, of the disinclination of the work- 
ing classes in Lancashire and elsewhere to 


* the bill, was exceedingly unfair towards them. 


It was his duty to state that, as faras he was 
ms go they had no feeling whatever of the 
ind. 

‘Mr. Lytrieton said, that he also had been 
desired to give the flattest contradiction to the 
assertion that the working classes were not, 
to a man, favourable to the Reform Bill (Hear, 
hear, hear.) He believed that on no occasion 
had a greater feeling of unanimity existed 


among them. It was impossible that what 


passed there (in the House of Commons) 
Should not find its way out of doors. With 
reference to the statement which had heen 
made in the House by the hon. Member 
for Preston of what had taken place at Durlas- 
ten, he had received a letter from a highly 
respectable magistrate and clergyman, parts 
of which he would take the liberty of read- 
ang to the House. The hon. ntleman 
proceeded to read to the following effect: 
~—** | saw yesterday, by appointment, several 
ery respectable inhabitants of Durlaston, who 


‘heard what Mr. Hunt said there. They & 
clared that they did not hear from @LY om 
any-thing like opposition to the bill, nor did 
they believe that one inhabitant of Darlastoy 
objected to the bill. On the contrary, they 
stated that the members of the political unioy 
at Durlaston (the hen. Getitleman said he re 
gretted to use the expression) were disgusted 
with Mr Hunt’s proceedings. Mr. Hunt asked 
some of the inhabitants, ‘Do you retura any 
members near here?’ They answered ‘At 
Coventry and Tamworth.’ “How far are you 
from Coventry ?’— Thirty miles.’ ‘How far 
\from Tamworth ;'"—* Twenty miles.’ ‘Go, 
‘then,’ said Mr. Hunt, * twenty thousand ina 
| body, aud do not let those places return the 
same members that they returned at the last 
election, but make them return such as will 
second me in the House. (A laugh.) Take 
|hold of the members and try to persuade 
them. If that will not do, squeeze them hard; 
if that will not do, apply the tourniquet t 
them, and. see if that will have any effect.’” 
(Hear, hear, hear! and Nov, no! from Mr, 
| Hunt.) He (Mr. Lyttleton) would not positive. 
ly say that the hon. Member for Preston said 
what he had just read, but he was authorised 
to declare that he had said it, and he should 
believe the statement until he heard it flatly 
contradicted, The letter proceeded to say that 
the writer had been at Birmingham the day 
before, and that he had there received a similar 
contradiction of the statements of the hon 
Member for Preston with respect to that place. 
He (Mr. Lyttleton) had received three or four 
other letters, all to the same effect. The fact 
of the feeling of the political union & 
Durlaston being the reverse of what it had 
been alleged to be by the hon, Member for 
Preston, was’proved by the hand-bill prepara- 
tory to their dinner. It was ‘to the following 
effect.—“ Full, free, and fair representation “ 
birth-right of Englishmen. he members 0 
the Dorlaston Political Union will on 
together at the King’s Head on Monday Apn 
4th, to celebrate the triumph of the gloriovs 
cause‘of Reform in the hands-of our belore’ 
Chee and.of his enlightened: Minister 

Hear, hear, hear. 

Mr. Hunt said, dae in the first place, “ 
what had fallen from ~ bon. _— 
Middlesex, he could, aps, an som 
confirm it. But as tape we had been tates Y 
the hon. Member for Staffordshire, he ba r 
hesitation in declaring that it was mainly 0 
founded. ‘The manner ‘in which he happeot! 
to be at the Durlaston,Meetivg pet 
Being at Birmingham, on. his way to P or the 
he was invited to. £0 Le ek peoreee . 
county at Warwick ; but ng 
in that couuty he declined the invitation, 2 
determined to stay at Birmingham, Two, 
members of the Political Union of that. dual, 
—Mr. Weston, a highly-respectable iodine oi 
and another—told ‘hin that they were 6 
to Durlaston, and that if he liked they 
take him thither in their carriage ®m ig 











him back, Accordingly, he went; 
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gousequence of his presence, instead of fifty, | 
e number for which the dinner was ordered, 
- hundred atcended. (A laugh.) This 
Saccession of numbers certainly occasioned 
eather short commons, He was invited to 
dress the party, which, alter there had been 
discussion of about two hours in length, oo, 

Abe bill, be did. He certainly put questions 
$o the persons present; they being principally | 
orking wen, and not persons having houses | 

ef teu pounds a year, qualifying thent to vote | 
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the hon. Gentleman. He had been invited to 
an evening party, where there was nothing to 
eat (a laugh), and there certainly the health 
of his Majesty’s Ministers had been drunk. 
Here, said he, is a Petition signed by 4000 out 
of the 7000 electors of Preston in three days, 
and this coufirms every part of my statement. 
He then stated he had letters from all parts:of 
the country, as well as the hon, Member for 
Staffordshire, and all these letters denounced 
the measure. Of these he would reail ove, 













der the new measure. He admitted that which came from Paisley, notwithstanding 
put leading questions to them; and he | the assertion of the hon. Member for Kircud- 
pealed to the hon, Member for Stafford- | bright, that all Scotland was in favour of the 
hire whether it;was not usual even in Courts | bill. This letter came from the Chairman of 
Justice to put leadiug questions for the pur- | a Reform Meeting beld in Paisley, and stated 
se of eliciting the truth, the whole truth, | the feeling of the country might be appreciated 
id nothing but the truth. He asked them if | from the fact of the proportion between the 
hey were contented with the proposed system | number of qualified and unqualified house- 
representation? Alarge proportion of them | holders. Throughout Scotland the preportion 

































@s they were not allowed to choose their own 
Pepresentatives, they were satisfied with dele- 
gating that power to individuals holding houses 
f 10. a year? They said, certainly not. 
fter diuner he was invited to address a great 
Moultitude, assembled partly te hear the Mem- 
Pers of the Political Union of Birmingham, 
l@ed partly to hear him. He was told that 
Macy amounted to 10,000 persons. He had 
Formerly stated to the House, that in the first 
Pistance the meetings of the people were 
uauimous in favour of the bill. He had even 
Bad that they were ruuning mad upon it. 
te hou. and learned Member for Borough- 
®ridge had called the bill the Russell Purge. 
Bhat might be the name for it as respected 
he boroughmongers, but it must have another 
Dame as it respected the people. The noble 
ord had knocked off a hundred and twenty 
Members for boroughs, had put them in an 
ven, and had. converted them into powder, 
Which he had administered to the people, and 
Which. should be called Borougbmongering 
ud Love Powder, By that powder the people 
Mad been deluded. But now, as far-as he bad 
ad a Opportunity of ascertaiving the opi- 
Mons of the people of Lancashire, there were 
mauy parts of the bill of which they did not 
™)prove. For himself, he approved of knock- 
§ off the boroughs; but he always contended 
Mh ben the right of representation to the 
ole people ; and he ha given notice that, 
hen the Bul went into the Committee, it. 
his intention to move that those who 
“ , &xcluded from the elective franchise 
mould be exempted from paying taxes, and 
#rom Serving in the militia. He had merely 
‘the question to the people, if they gained. 
Roy-thing by the bill? their answer was, 
Oo. On asking them what they expected to 
by it? they said, nothing whatever. It 
the same at Manchester. ‘The hon. 
mber fon Middlesex said, that wherever he. 


7. Hunt) had dined public. mectings 1 

Ncashirethe health of h ‘Majesty's Minis. 
™ wasdrunk. In no,instance had he dined 
“ny of. the public meetings alluded to by, 












aid, they were not, He asked them whether, | of the qualified to the unqualified was | to 105 


or 11; in Edinburgh it was as 1 to 35 in Glas- 
gow as 1 to 44; in Aberdeen as 1 to7; in 
Paisley as 1 to 14; in Dundee as 1 to 63; and 
in Leith as 1 to 44. Was this, he asked, the 
free and equal representation which they were 
told the people was to have? For the hon. 
Member for Middlesex he entertained a very 
great respect; but be did not consider bim 


/half so useful as he was formerly, since he 


had become a Ministerial Member. ‘tb 
aud laughter.) He was vow content with re- 
cording his objection to a vote, whereas, for- 
merly, he would have insisted upon a division. 
(Hear, and Jaughter.) In fact he was much 
better as an Opposition than as a Ministerial 
Member. (Hear, and laughter.) Still, how- 
ever, he thought the Ministry had gaived-a 
great deal in baving so industrious aud 1a- 
borious and honest a supporter. (Hear, and 
laughter.) There was aspeech of his to which 
allusion had beev made—he meant that which 
had given so much displeasure at one side of 
the House, and given such satisfaction at 
another—tkat he understood the hon. Mem- 
bers on his side bad it printed. (Cheers from 
the Treasury Benches.) This speech, tuo, had 
been received with great disapprobativa by 
the Press. He had got a great trouncing from 
the Press. (Hear, and laughter.) And’ what 
he would call the politicians of Loudon were 
very much displeased with him. It was, be 
was well informed, up to the last fortwight, 
the custom at all the public-houses, smokrng- 
rooms, and other places of nightly meeting, 
frequently to drink his health; but since be 
had made that speech, in every instance, and 
in every house, a vote of censure had been 
sed agaiust him. But though-these vu 
ad been recorded against him, and alt 
se Press we attacked him, ra he; as 
presentative of a free . ‘to 
express his gr i ry hog g 
(Cheers.) As for the Press, he asserted there 
had been a cons of the Papers in favour 
‘of the bill, He boped hon, Members-and’ the 
Press would understand him. He said there 





Wasa aI: ao the Papers with the 
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Ministry—but of the Papers amongst them- 
selves. Such was the popularity of the mea- 
sure amovg the buyers of Newspapers, that 
they could not have sold their papers if they 
had not advocated it. (Cheers from the Trea- 
sury benches.) Now he received cheers from 
the other side of the House. (Hear, and 
laughter.) It was said that he had sold him- 
self—and this not to him who was in favour 
and place. He should be glad to know to 
whom it was said he did sell himself! And 
he could tell the House and all the hon. 
Members of it, there was but one price by 
which he could be bought—there was that 
one, and but that one way of gaining bim—it 
was by giving representation to the whole 
people. Hehoped more time would have been 
allowed for the presentation of Petitions; and 
as he could not present it, he begged leave to 
read a short extract from one in his possession. 
(Oh, oh!) There was in this petition au- 
thority which would bear him out. (Ob, ob!) 
He wished the House and the Press to under- 
staud that when he spoke of the people he 
spoke of the whole people, and not of those 
merely who were to be represented; and he 
had no hesitation in declaring it to be his 
honest and decided opinion, that the unre- 
presented portion of the community were dis- 
satisfied, and would be still more so when they 
had time for reflection. He would read an 
extract from Zhe Leeds Patriot, which 
afforded an honourable exception to the con- 
duct of the Press in general towards him. (Ob! 


question, question.) ‘The hon. Member then | 
reverted to Preston, and said he was bound to | 


admit that another Petition had been got up in 
Preston, and was in the hands of his colleague; 
but the Meeting from which it emanated was 
held in a room that could not hold more than 
600 persons, and not one-fifth of the electors 
were present. He added, that the Chairman 
refused to put a Motion adverse to the bill. 
He then read the extract from The Leeds 
Patriot, which stated that the hon. Member 
for Preston had done honour to himself and 
his constituents (bear, and great laughter) 
by expressing the genuine opinion of the work- 
ing classes, now that they had had time to 
consider that the bill was decidedly not popular 
amongst the producers of the country’s 
wealth, and that it was evident the Press had 
combined to misrepresent, or suppress the 
opinion of the bon. Member for Preston, in 
the same manner formerly complained of upon 
the part of Mr. O'Connell. (Laughter.) He 
ah Hunt) did not complain of the Press. 
verything could not be printed, and he had 
his fair share. But it was not the first time 
he had the whole Press against him, even 
without one bare exception, because he ad- 
vocated the same principles which he did then. 
In conclusion, he repeated his assertions re- 
specting the unpopularity of the bill with the 
workiug-classes, adding at the same time, 
that he had no doubt it would be carried. 
Mr. Alderman WAITHMAN stated, that he 
had been entrusted with a petition from the 
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Spitalfields Weavers in favour of that bill ay 

that he had received a Deputation from thea 

by which he was informed that they had bel 
such an opinion of Mr. Hunt, that it was their 
inteution to have confided the petition to his 
charge, but that his speech upon the Reform 
Question, delivered some time since, had filled 
them with indignation. The petitioners, jy 
remarked, were all operatives, and not entitled 
tu enjoy the franchise under the bill. Ast 
the hon. Member for Preston himself, he cop. 
sidered him the best friend to reform, with no 
good intention, however, on his own part, but 
from his misrepresentations of that House and 
of his Majesty’s Ministers. The fact was, the 
hon. Member had opened the eyes of the 
people. 

Lord STANLEy said he rose to remark that 
the hon. Member for Preston had returned no 
answer to the question put by the hon. Mem: 
ber for Staffordshire. He had himself asked 
the question in private to-day, whether Mr. 
Hunt had, at Manchester, used the language 
attributed to him respecting the Wigan elec- 
tion, and he was told that Mr. Hunt lad oot 
used exactly the words printed in the papers, 
but he had said something very like it. The 
words attributed to the hon. Member about 
the Wigan election, were as follows :—* The 
first day of the Wigan election, let every man 
in Manchester, between the ages of 15 and 
45, march over to Wigan, to accompany Mr. 
Potter, to the number of 20 or 30,000 men, 
and he would have them go and exercise what 
he called a constitutional influence over 
the electors of Wigan. ‘ If you meet a voter 
(said Mr. Hunt), say to some ten or twelve of 
you, take care of him, and see if you cat! 
persuade him to vote for Potter. Use kind 
entreaties ; and if these fail, 1 would adv 
them to take him by the arm, and give him 
a gentle squeeze, and let one take hold of b's 
other arm, (and I know you Lancashire met 
give something like a feeling squeeze whet 
you like), and if he still refuses, | would not 
say | would pull his arms off, but I would very 
near doit. That is what you are called up 
to do, and my opinion is that if you don a : 
you will never get this Reform or any other 
—He asked if this or avy er vo was 
language to be used bya Mem . 
Rous > Again, about the expected electiov : 
Manchester, the hon. Member had i 
ported to say—‘* He had been ers > 
posing the Reform Bill should pass, ¥ Tf (A 
the people of Manchester going to se® eat 
voice from the crowd : ‘ Hugh Birley, 4 

anied by groans and cries of ‘ No, ae § w 
had been told of him before; but on ! 
pressing a desire to know who he was, 
yon know,’ said some one, ‘ thats Augush 
Birley, who came upto the hustings 10 il 
1819.’ « What!” exclaimed Mr. Hunt, 
the people of Manchester seod @ 0), 
butcher of Peterloo to ae them re wot 
liament? (No, never. ose who uel 
ten-pounders would, he thought, ait 
that. If they could be guilty of such a2 # 
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he would retire from public life, and never 
enter Lancashire again; and he would tell 


them that, were he a Manchester man, rather 


) submit to it, he would lay half Manches- 


ter in ruins. Instead of having fourteen lives 


; lost, he would have half the blood in Manches- 
















ter spilt before he would submit to such a 
’ devradation.” (Cries of Oh, oh!) He had 
asked the hon. Member if he had used this 
| language, and he replied that, generally 
' speaking, it was much exaggerated; but, in 
answer to a particular question respecting the 
_ portion of his speech which referred to Man- 
chester, he acknowledged that he had said 


something very like it. He (Lord Stanley) 
declared that if the hon. Member had said any- 


' thing like it, he had disgraced himself and 
| his country. (Hear, hear, hear.) He begged 


pardon for wasting the time of the House with 


reference to a speech delivered out of doors, 


but he felt it his duty todoso. He then pro- 


ceeded to allude to the Turnpike Bill, upon 


the conduct of which Mr. Hunt had commented 
in his speech, and affirmed, that, upon a small 


_ foundation of truth, the hon. Member had 
_ Taised a strange structure, which he could not 


attribute either to mistake or misrepresenta- 


tion. He farther stated that he was informed, 
' that when a person asked in the crowd where 


was Wood, Mr. Hunt, shrugging his shoulders, 


| replied, ** Aye, indeed, where was Wood when 


he ought to be attending to your interests,” 
when the hon. Member well knew that Mr. 
Wood had attended on the committee. 

After a few words from Mr. Pearse, which 


_ Were not audible in the gallery— 


Mr. Hunr stated, that he had told the noble 
Lord the expressions in the paper from which 


he had quoted were much exaggerated, but 
' that he might see something very like what 


he should say in he Manchester Times. He 
bad omitted to answer the hon. Member for 


_ Staffordshire’s question. He had now to say 


that the statement in the Clergyman’s letter 


» “as a gross exaggeration, He did ask the 


people if they would not go in great bodies 
“we exercise a constitutional influence (loud 
weiter) by endeavouring to prevail on the 
flectors to vote for the friend of the people, 
=m he had spoken of a gentle squeeze (con- 
Sourd laughter), but all that about the 
uruiquet and taking off their arms was gross 


; eaagéeration. He denied that he had ever 
| SPoken of Mr, Wood except in terms of the 


utinost respect, 
Mr. LyTrLeton affirmed that he was autho- 


“ne by the gentleman who wrote to him to 
| ‘iate, that a number of respectable trades- 


Meo were willj : 
Oath , ng to verify the statement on 


The petition was then laid on the table. 


While the debate was going on, on 
Tuesday, Mr. Cuarxes Tenis of Bir- 
re eye who appears to have been in 

© gallery, and to have heard Hunr’s 
“ssertions, went to an Hotel in the 
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| neighbourhood, and wrote the following 


letter to Mr. Lyrrueton. Mr. Jones 
is a member of Birmingham ; and, ob- 
serve, this is the gentleman who, as 
Mr. Mircuect told us, was asa | 
the Preston medals free of expense, a 
but the weight of metal. Read his 
letter :-— 
‘¢ Fendall’s Hotel, New Palace Yard, 
‘© 18th April, 1831. 
“‘ Sirn,—I have just heard with ta- 
“ dignant surprise, that Mr. Hunt has 
“this evening declared from his seat in 
‘the House of Commons, that the 
“ Birmingham Political Union is dis- 
“ satisfied with the Ministerial measure 
“of Reform. I beg leave unequivo- 
“cally to state, as one of that body, 
“ and as a Member of the Council, that 
“the Birmingham Political Union is 
‘* enthusiastically in favour of this great 
‘¢ national measure; and that at a re- 
‘“‘ cent Public Meeting, convened by the 
“* Council, and attended by 15,000 per- 
“sons, they unanimously expressed 
‘“‘ their full and grateful approbation of 
‘*‘ it, and their deliberate determination 
“to support, by every means in their 
“power, his Majesty’s Ministers in 
“ carrying it into effect. I am glad 
‘“‘ that I have the opportunity of giving 
“an immediate contradiction to so in- 
“ jurtous a misrepresentation. You 
“are at full liberty to make any use 
“ you may think proper of this letter. 
“ Tam, Sir, 
‘* Your most obedient servant, 
“* Cuas, Jones. 
‘* To E. J. Lyttleton, Esq., M.P.” 


Next comes a letter from Mr. Ricuarp 
Porter, of Manchester, the very gentle- 
man that he insulted at Manchester by 
recommending thousands of the people 
there to go to Wigan and nearly pull 
the voters’ arms off to make them vote 
for this very Mr. Porrer. ‘This is Mr. 
Porren’s letter to Mr. Hume: 


** TO J. HUME, ESQ., M.P. 
“ Dear Sir,—I take the. liberty of 
“ writing you, in consequence, 0 
“ extraordinary statement of Mr. Hunt 
“on Tuesday night, relative to the 
‘Lancashire people on 


“ feeling of the 
‘“* the Reform Bill. 
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audacious, though not more atrocious. 


said that, if he would join them as Sir; 
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“ He says, that during his late visit | 


“ into Lancashire, he found the people 
“‘ generally opposed to the Ministerial 
«« Reform Bill, NOW I BEG TO SAY 
* THERE NEVER. WAS SO INFA- 





“ MOUS A FALSEHOOD UTTER- 
“ED IN THE HOUSE OR ANY- 
“WHERE ELSE. The opinions of 
“** the inhabitants are most decidedly in 
“favour of it; in proof of which I 
“might mention that public meetings 
“have been held in every principal 
“town in the country, and in nearly all 
“the villages, at all which the most 
** unqualified approbation was given to 
“the measure. I have been invited to 
** attend several of those meetings, and 
** can testify as to the disposition of the 
** people. 

** I will venture to say, that if the in- 
** habitants of Manchester were to meet 
** to-morrow, the same feeling would 
* prevail, and it is a shameful libel on 
“the Lancashire people for Hunt to 
“have stated what he did; but his 
“speech at Peterloo was in the most 
‘extravagant style imaginable ; he said 
“all he could to set the people against 
“the Reform Bill, but without effect. 

“We think he must be-sanctioned 
** by some of the Ultra-Tories, and that 
“they are making use of him to revile 
“ the bill; but I do hope he will be put 
“‘ down, and not allowed to stand up 
“and so grossly insult the people of 
* England, 

“‘ | remain, with great respect, 
“Yours, &c., 
* Ricuarp ‘Porrer.” 
Now: comes a falsehood still more 


if you look into the last Register, top 
of page 166, you. will find that he 
stated, in’ his) speech at Manchester, 
that Sir Caarces Wocestey; when he 
(Hunn) came.out of Iichester jail, came 
to him at: Brookes’s Coffee: House, in 
London, on behalf of the Whigs, and 


Roagat Witson did, they would  sub-. 
scrihe twelye thousand pounds for him. 
(Howt), and put him into Parliament ; 








and that he (Hunt), spurned the offer, 
Th 156 of the same Régister, I 
said L was sure that ‘this’ was a| 






1 


horrible lie. Now, my friends, ny 
read the following letter from Sir 
Coartes Woestey. 

Brighton, 12 o'clock, Saturday, 
“* Sir, 

” Your Register of this week has 
‘been just put into my hands; Iam 
*‘ in nowise surprised at any-thing the 
‘“ Memper ror Preston may say or 
‘po! The designation you have given 
“of the assertion in his speech at 
“Manchester is so just, and wouli 
“be so sufficient upon all ordinary 
* occasions as to leave it unnecessary 
“for me’ to say more; but in order, 
“that ‘rue Peorie” shall Kyow the 
“man, it is requisite that I po say 
“more; and that shall be done the 
‘* moment | arrive from Paris in about 
“‘ten days, and if I do not ‘lor’ 
** that ‘ honourabic’ Member, my name 
‘** is not 

«*C, WOLSELEY. 

“ P.S.—I am on the point of sailing 
‘“ by the steam-packet for Dieppe, ot 
“1 would have gone to work in- 
“ stanter. Is there such a Coffee- House 
as Brookes's? “ Brookes's” and “ the 
“ Whigs’’ sound as if he had been at 
their club with me! Whata fellow 
“itis!” 

The following letter is addressed to 
me by Mr. Paenrice, Editor of the 
Times, at Manchester: 

Times Office, Manchester, April 16, 1851. 
Sir, 

“1 beg your attention to an article 
“in my paper of to-day, which I send 
“you by this post, on. the state 
“public opinion here on. the Reform 
“« Bill, which-has been strangely, thougt 
“} am: willing to: believe, uniter 
“ tionally, misrepresented by Mr. Hust 

“ | am, Sir, 
“ Your obedient Servant, » 
“ ARCHIBALD PRENTICE 


These, my friends, are a very sae! 
part» of the: hoerible: liesy and: D} 
means the most horrible, that wi i. 
ve upon this man.of your oy 

t, in making use of these words, 
me nat be supposed ‘to. feel any a 
against you.. In all my ane afl 
sactions with you I* found ‘you t0 
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pecs crony and patron of this man. 


"body at hand to undeceive you: the 
‘lies he has told about mein your town 
) are so monstrous as not to be thought 
_ of without shuddering. Ihad no means 
- of contradiction ; and if he had not had 
others to deal with even now, you 
' would still have thought him a man of 
truth and of honour. No man.is safe 
' that exposes himself to. the workings of | 
"histongue. He might have carried on 


_ years if he had not thus come in con- 
' tact with so many. men_ placed in a 
situation which enabled them to expose 
him. He pretends that he has now a 
| petition from you against the Reform 


signing of such a document, pray rescue 
yourselves from the deep dishonour as 


'sand and seven hundred and_ thirty 
good, now sign a petition and forward 
_ulo Mr. Hume immediately, disavow- 
ing the selfish and base sentiments that 
_ have been imputed to you :. this is due 


_ to your own character for sincerity and 
_ public spirit, and it is_also due to that 


' friend aad most obedient servant, 


took place at.a.meeting of the journey- 


> in the House of Commons :-— 
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sincerity and truth, with the exception 
of Huffman the elder, who was the 


‘ou have been deceived: you had no- 


his monstrous system of falsehood for 


ill. If you have been cheated into the 


soon as possible, Let the three thou- 


honest and sincere fellows who elected 
him, as they thought, for the public 


country which .he has endeavoured to 
injure through your means. I shall, I 
dare say, have other proofs of his false- 
hood to add before this paper goes to 
the press; or at least in a very short 
time; and, in the meanwhile, I remain, 
With the greatest regard, your faithful 


Wa. COBBETT. 


_— 


The following is a report of what 


men weavers of Spitalfields, in eonse- 
quence of what Hunr said about them 


THE SPITALFIELDS §8ILK-WEAYERS AND 
‘MR. BUNT, 


‘meeting of the journeymen silk-weavers 
of Spitalfields and its : vicinity took 
place at the Camden’s Head, Bethnal 
Green Road, for the purpose of _re- 
ceiving the Report of a Committee 
that had been previously appointed to 
wait on Mr. Hunvr, and to request of 
him to present a petition to the .House 
of Commons in favour of the measure 
of Reform, as introduced by his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers. 

Mr. Raster was called to the 
Chair. 

Mr. Jens said he was one of the 
Committee appointed to wait on Mr. 
Hunt, who, after attentively reading 
their petition, said that, although he 
had received a great number of such 
petitions, yet not one of them so forcibly 
pointed out the real cause of distress 
with the working people as -theirs did. 
A conversation of some length followed, 
when Mr. Hunt observed, that the 
measure of Reform, as proposed by 
Ministers, did not go far enough. It 
did not give universal suffrage.and vote 
by ballot, and that not one. of them 
(the Committee) would be benefited by 
it, or would have a vote. He continued 
in that: strain of argument for some 
time, and used expressions calculated to 
prejudice them against the measure al- 
together. -He then: asked them, ‘ifain+ 
der. such cireumstances, would ‘they 
gladly accept it in the form proposed 
by Ministers? . ‘The Committee. said 
they would, and requested his ;sapport 
to the prayer. of their petition, which 
he promised them; and if he after- 
wards made a blunder, and .used Jan- 
guage in the House of Commons (as.is 
reported of. him), it was » iny and 
not theirs. AM 4457 ets. ta 

(Mr. Bouursr.—I have/@ben,,in the 
newspapers on the day kefore; a-state- 
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an invitation, nor did they ever hear of 
the subject until they saw it in print. 


Mr. Bou.rer.—Did any of the Com- 
mittee utter a word against the mea- 
sure of reform as recommended by 
Ministers, in the presence or in the hear- 
ing of Mr. Hunt? 


Mr Jenn.—Z also pledge myself they 
did not. 

Mr. Bovuttrer.—Then Mr. Hunt, as 
an English Senator in the British House 
of Commons, asserted that which was 
not the fact. 


Mr. Carrenter said, that as the ene- 
mies of reform were on the alert, and 
willing to suppose that Mr. Hunt would 
not intentionally misrepresent a fact, it 
might be that some persons waited 
on him for the purpose of playing off 
ahoax. Their Petition was so worded 
as to leave the people in expectation of 
further concessions, and he thought the 
weavers would not act the part of the 
dog in the manger. 


Mr. Deane corroborated the state- 
ment of Mr. Jebb, and added, that Mr. 
Hunt asked if they would like tosee 
the elective franchise in the hands of 
the little shopkeepers, while the pro- 
ductive classes were excluded? One 
of the Committee said he did not like 
to see himself excluded ; but thought 
the measure as likely to lead to bene- 
ficial results. 


Mr. Joun Poyron said that the ca- 
lumny propagated by Mr. Hunragainst 
the Spitalfields silk weavers was calcu- 
lated to lead to irremediable results. 
In‘his mind, if Mr. Hunr had been em- 
ployed bySir Ronert Peet, or theDuxe 
of WELLINGTON, to injure the cause 
of reform, and to dash the cup of expecta- 
tion from the lips of the people, he could 
not have discharged his duty better 
than he did. Did he not attempt to 
invalidate the thousand petitions sent 
in by. the working classes in favour of 
the bill, and to describe them as no- 
thing but hypocrites. He would ask 


efficient auxiliary than Mr. Hunt 
proved himself to be? It would not 
excite his wonder, although it might 
his contempt, to see an old hacknied 
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tax-eater pursuing and following su¢ 
acourse: but coming from Henry 
Hunt, the Radical Reformer! although 
freedom has received a stab, yet it js 
no more than the sting of “ the asp.” 
He hoped the country would arouse 
itself in proportion to the dangers and 
difficulties with which it is surrounded, 
and by a simultaneous effort rush for. 
ward in support of Ministers, who it 
appears from the numbers on the divi- 
sion of the second reading of the bill 
went as far as they could in favour of 
the people. 

Mr. Joun Davis said that Mr. Honr 
through life was engaged in a sea of 
| troubled waters hunting after popu. 
larity, and was ready at all times to 
raise his voice and knock down any 
plan (no matter how beneficial it might 
turn out) that did not first originate 
with himself. He hoped the Spital- 
fields weavers would not, on the present 
trying occasion, desert their country, 
nor lend themselves to the views of 
any man. 

Mr. Josepn Poyron moved that the 
petition be confided to the care of Mr. 
ALpERMAN WalITHMAN. 

Mr. Jonn Poyron hoped that who- 
ever might have the care of the petl- 
tion, should be requested to contradict 
the statements made by Mr. Honr. 

The motion of Mr. PoytTon was cat 
ried unanimously; after which the 
meeting separated. . 














TO 


LORD CARNARVON, 


On the Alliance between the Ministers 
and “ TworENny-TRASE:” - 


Kensington, April 19, 1%. 
My Lorp, 

In the newspapers of the 15th z 
April, I read what is called a re “i ‘ 
speech of your Lordship, said to the 
been made in the House of mf the 
evening before. The subject nich, 08 
debate was the Reform Bill, whit™, 








joe reporter states, your Lordship ™ 
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' rather to strengthen the arguments you 
F had made use of, you quoted a sort of truth when he charges it with being 
inverse authority; that is, to show that | concerned in a conspiracy agatnst the 





_ Conditionally or hypothetically, for I do 
hot know that you ever uttered these 
Words; but here are the words pub- 
lished, with your name to them as the 


‘Author; and really there does want} REAL STATE OF IRELAND. 
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probated in very severe terms, represent- 15th of April. Be the author who he 
ine itas revolutionary, big with confusion | may, then, he does ‘not speak truth 


. . ry ry’ ‘” 
- and anarchy; and, in short, full of all| when he ascribes ‘‘'T'wo-penny Trash 
© sorts of evils. In order to make good) to a class; he does not speak truth 


these assertions against the bill, or|when he says that it contains sedition 
and blasphemy; he does not speak 





the bill was bad, you asserted that those | old and settled institutions of the 


‘whom you deemed to be bad were country; he does not speak truth 
| amongst the supporters of the Ministers} when he says that this nation has 
‘in favour of this bill. You proceeded | arrived at a pitch of greatness and of 
| upon the maxim of “Show mea man’s; happiness; in short, he speaks not a 


“company, and T will tell you what the! word of truth, from the beginning of 


“man is.” It requires a pretty good | his speech to the end of it; and ifa 


stretch, to be sure, to make this maxim | good cause is content to rely upon truth, 
apply toa case like the present; but, at | his cause is as bad a one as ever came 


| ° 
-anyrate, sach was your argument, ex- | before the public. 


pressed in the following words: “ The|  Twwo-penny Trash has not been a 


“noble Earl could also reckon amongst | follower of the Ministers in the cause of 
“his supporters the whole of taat class | Reform: it has been their leader: they 
|“ from which proceeded the Twopenny- 
“Trash, by which sedition and blas- | least, they have gone far towards doing 


have done what it pointed out, or, at 


“phemy were spread from one end of it; it has never been dictated to by 
“the empire to the other. It was by a|them in any case whatever; it would 
“confederacy thus arrayed against the| scorn to be dictated to by them. It is 


“old and settled institutions of the|a fact perfectly notorious that the 
“country, that the noble Earl was | writings of the author of the Two-penny 


“cheered and encouraged in his at- Trash have done more in the producing 


» “ tempts upon that system, under which | of this Reform, and ten times more 


* the country had risen to a pitch of than has been done by any other man 
“greatness and of happiness of which | in England, or any other hundred men. 


“the history of other nations afforded | With regard to the charge of “ sedition 


a scarcely a parallel.” and blasphemy,” it is the old charge ; 
Now, my Lord, men should say what | and it will continue to ve made as son 


' they mean, by rights ; and what do you|as there is any hope of blinding the 
mean by the whole of that class from people by the use of it. Another, and 


Which proceeded the ‘“ Two-renny | more important, subject, however, now 
Trasn?” You either knew nothing | presses, and I must therefore take my 


at all about the source of ‘* Two-penny | leave of you for the present. 


RASH,” or you know that it proceeds 
solely from me. What do you mean Wa. COBBETT. 


ya class, then? I am speaking here 





some law to punish men for putting 
forth publications of this sort, which} Tue following paper is the finest 
May be owned or disowned at the plea- | representation of a suffering people that 
Sure of the author. It is, however, |ever was laid before a government, 
with the author of this publication that | Lord Axcirsea has recently visited the 

have now to do, which publication I} County of Clare. The people of that 
‘ind in the Morning Chronicle of the| county took the opportunity of laying 
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a statement of their{grievances before 
his Lordship. I beg my readers to go 
through this paper with the greatest 
attention, and to think seriously and 
mercifully of the state of these our 
miserable fellow-subjects. 
(From the Galway Independent,) 
April 13, 1831. 


AppRESS OF THE PEASANTRY. 


The following is the Address of the 
Peasantry presented to the Marquis of 
Anglesea. 

Yo his Excellency the Marquis of 

Anglesea, Lord. Lieutenant General 

and General Governor of Ireland. 


The humble address of the impoverished 
and destitute people of Clare, 
amounting to about the number of 
one hundred and fifty thousand. 


With feelings of delight, gratitade, 


and confidence, we hail your Excel-, 


lency’s arrival. 

Feelings of delight on beholding the 
representative of our gracious monarch, 
King William the Fourth, amongst us— 

Of gratitude, for the parental solici- 
tude thus nobly evinced by your Excel- 
lency in undertaking the arduous but 
humane and generous task of investiga- 
ting personally the causes of disturbance 
in this County— 

And feelings of confidence, in the 
sincerity of Your Excellency’s intentions 
to meliorate, to the fullest extent in 
your power, the distresses which pre- 
vail to an alarming degree. 

We humbly beg leave to state to 
your Excellency that the following are 
the real causes of disturbance :— 

For a series of years, previous to the 
year 1800, our forefathers held several 
extensive tracts of land in this county, 
upon leases generally of one life or 
twenty-one years, which, according as 
the term expired, were renewed by the 
resident landlord to the tenant at a fair 
and reasonable rent. 

That from the year 1800, a large por- 
tion of the aristocracy and gentry of 
this eountry left their ancient residences, 
aud'went to reside in a foreign country, 
leaving their tenantryto the manage- 
ment of land agents ; the consequence 
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has been, that according as the respec. 
tive farms (held as before Stated) be. 
came out of lease, they were let in la 
farms to oes and land-jobbers, to 
fatten black cattle and sheep ; and we, 
the descendants of the old and faithful 
tenantry, have been cast upon the world 
homeless wanderers, to seek shelter for 
ourselves and our helpless families in 
huts or cabins built in bogs or commons, 
‘the residence of our forefathers being 
levelled to the earth by those land- 
jobbers. 

| We humbly state to your Excellency 
that the principal means of support our 
families have had for near thirty years, 
is the potatoe crop, and one half the 
year without milk: as to fiesh meat, 
we scarcely ever can procure it more 
than twice a year, namely, Easter Sua- 
day and Christmas-day. 

We humbly state to your Excellency, 
that having but little land, and that of 
the most inferior kind, and numbers of 
us no land at all in our possession, we 
are obliged to pay at the rate of six to 
eight pounds an acre for muck or con- 
acre for one crop. 

We humbly state to your Excellency, 

that the frequent inclemency of the 
| seasons have rendered the crops so bad, 
_that we are obliged to leave the crop oa 
‘the premises in lieu of the rent, forfeit- 
_ing our seed and labours, and frequently 
processed and decreed for the difference 
between what the crop thus left sells for, 


' 
' 


_and our original contract, in consequence 
of which our families are often oblig 
| in the summer season to pluck the rape 
leaf and wild nettle-top for their s* 
tenance. | 
| We humbly state to your Excellency, 
that we have frequently, in supplicans 
and respectful terms, stated our ord 
ances to the now resident gentry hi 
landholders of the county, but up tet “ 
period they lave taken no measures 
relieve our distress; on the contrary, 
some of them have oftemtold 0s, 
considered all ties between them’ 
the people for ever's 
quae ‘of our having exercised a 
undoubted and constitutional ae 
1828, contrary to the will of our 
lord. 
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We humbly state to. your Excellency, | the mechanic, artisan, or labourer, al- 
that a farther cause for the miseries and | though there are many thousand acres 
) distresses of this county has arisen out | of land in this county, which, if re- 
of the system of grand jury jobbing | claimed, would give employment, food, 

carried on to a shameful and unprece- | raiment and comfort, to the starving 


‘dented extent for thirty years ; which, | 
J while it puts large sums of money into) 


thousands that now humbly and sup- 
plicatingly approach your Excellency 


‘the pockets of the grand jurors theme} with this unhappy, but not exaggerated 
‘selves, and a heavy tax upon the poor statement of their suffering. 


'cottiered tenants, affords no benefit to 
‘the labouring classes, the Mads being | 

made by the tenants of those grand 
| jurors to pay an enormous rack-rent, | 
which in no other shape could possibly | 
be paid for the land. 
We humbly state to your Excellency, 
) that another great cause of the evils and 
miseries of this county are lay and im- 
| propriate tithes exacted from the in- 
dustry and hard Jabour of the people, 
"averaging a sum of Is. 6d. to 2s. 6d, an | 
acre, which in eight cases out of ten is 
paid to the agent of absentees sto. be 
spent in forcign countries. 

We humbly state to your Excellency, 
a not less distressing cause of poverty, 
which is enormous sums of money ex- 
acted from the hard-working tiller. of 
_ the land, under the title of Vestry, which 
the applotters and collectors pretend is 
| for the repairs of the Church; but in 
_ truth and in fact, the four-fifths-of which 
_ collection go to supply the incumbent's 
_ house with those comforts denied to us. 
_ . We humbly abstain from the intro- 
' duction of the subject. of tithes to the 
' Protestant clergy, lest we should be 


by any possibility, could subject us to 
the imputation of Sectarian feeling, the 
_ Steat portion of your Excellency’s me- 
Morialists being Catholics, leaving it 
entirely to your Excellency’s wisdom 
' and benignity to consider. whether the 
» members of one Church should pay, 
Out of the hard earnings of their labour 
 &nd the sweat of their brow, for the 
Support of the richest Chureh establish- 
— Ment in the world, to the doctrines of 
which, in conscience, we do not, nor 
cannot subscribe. : 
We humbly state to your Excellency 
another most grievous cause for 

the unhappy and discontented state of 


We humbly state to your Excellency, 
that in addition to the foregoing causes 
of privation, the average price of labour 
in this county is sixpence per day, from 
six in the morning to six inthe after- 
noon, without breakfast or dinner, and 
even that is not to be had. upon an 
average of more than three days in the 
week. 

We humbly state to your Excellency, 
that our unfortunate families average 
about six individuals in each family, 
oblige? to exist upon 1s, 6d. to 2s. 6d. 
a week, and many weeks not able to 
procure that sum. 

We humbly state to your Excellency, 
that another most grievous cause of 
the miseries of this county, is that Penal 
Law, the Sub-letting Act, an Act which, 
since it came into operation, has notonly 
driven thousands from their houses in a 
state of destitution and sometimes star- 
vation, but has deprived the, present 
occupiers of the power of rel'eving your 
memorialists, some of whom. would be 
very willing to let a portion of their land 
to the people but from a fear of evic- 
tien by the absentee agent, who, iu 
almost every instance, would take ad- 
vantage of the clauses in this depopulat- 
ing act. 

We respectfully state to your Ex- 
cellency, that in our humble judgment 
the want of a resident Legislature has 
been the cause of the prications. and 
sufferings of your memorialists, for we 
humbly state, that the evils complained 
of would not have continued to, exist 
for thirty years without melioration 
from an Irish House of Parliament. _ 

ahe foregoing facts are the real and 
true causes of discontent and disturbance 
in'this county, and not,.as unfairly and 


loyalty to our gracious Monarch; in 
that we yield to no part of his Majesty s 





the county, is.want of employment for 


unfoundedly attributed, to want of. 
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dominions ; and were our stations in life DEFEAT OF MINISTERS 


as free from suffering as our allegiance ee 
is sincere, our county would never be| 9" @ Division on the Reform Bill 
reduced to such a state as to create the} “ NOW WHO IS RIGHT?” [y 
necessity of having your Excellency’s|my Register of the 26th of March, | 
kind and paternal feelings subjected | said, and I proved, that, to go into « 
to the pain of witnessing our present ; Committee on the bill was, in fact, to 
unfortunate condition. give it up; because there were many 
We, therefore, humbly and respect- | Members, who did not vote against it 
fully pray, that your Excellency may be! on the second reading, who, in the 
graciously pleased to lay before our, Committee, would vote against the vital 
gracious Monarch the facts herein set parts of it. Thus it has happened. It 
forth, fully convinced that when his} was manifest, that the bill never could 
gracious Majesty, through your Excel-|be carried with the present House of 
lency, is informed of the real cause of |; Commons ; and, therefore, to go into 
our sufferings and discontent, he will,’ the Committee with this House, was, 
with that paternal fondness upon all in reality, to give up the bill. Now for 
occasions evinced by him towards his | the defeat that has taken place. 
people of Ireland, direct the Governinent| On Monday, the 18th, the Ministers 
to adopt such measures as may relieve | moved for the House to go into a Com- 
us, his people, from the awful but likely | mittee on this bill. The motion was 
recurrences of famine and fever, which,; met by an amendment from Geyenrat 
alas! have been but too familiar to the | Gascoyne, Member for Liverpool, which 
peasantry of Ireland for the last thirty ‘motion was, that the number of Men- 
years. bers for England and Wales should not 
We humbly state to your Excellency, | be diminished, but remain what it now 
that there is upwards of 200,000/. a'is. The Reform Bill lopped off fifty- 
year absentee rents sent out of this | eight Members for England and Wales, 
county, one shilling of which is not gave some additional Members to Ire- 
spent in Jreland. land, and some additional Members to 
That those absentee noblemen and | Scotland, and left the whole number to 
gentry have some hundred thousand|be six hundred. The Ministers had 
acres of reclaimable land on their estates, | agreed to make an alteration in the bill 
upon which, if they gave encouragement | in this respect. They had agreed to 
and employment to the people, they|take five boroughs out of Schedule A 
would not only increase the value of|and put them into Schedule B; also, 
their estates, but would afford subsistence | to put back seven boroughs from 
and generally meliorate the condition of | Schedule B into their present state of 
many thousands of your petitioners. two Members each ; also to give Mem: 
We humbly state to your Excellency, | bers to eight great English towns to 
we are ready to work at any species of | which the bill had given none ; also to 
labour or employment that can save give an additional Member to eight 
our families from starvation; and we English counties to which the bill had 
humbly and respectfully state that! given no additional Members. — aan 
meliorating measures will have more|was certainly an improvement in the 
effect in restoring peace, tranquillity, and | bill; and it gave to England Lye 
confidence, than bayonets and insurrec- thirty Members more than the bill had 
tion acts. Death cannot have much | given toit.. Now, GeneRaL Gascovnt® 
terror for persons in the last extremity | motion was, that the number of Mem- 
of destitution. bers for England should be the same 
Signed on behalf of the members, | that it is now. Upon this motion, after 
Basiz Davoren, Chairman, the debates of Monday night and Tues 
Cuaries O’ConneELt, Secretary. | day night, a division took place oe 
this amendment of GENER4L ee tis 
when there appeared 299 ‘for. . 
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) a minority of eight. 


_ Commons, 


_“ vocates of the bill in a dilemma, and 


© this motion, as a matter of detail, was 
“right or wrong, the manifest intention 
of it being to try the strength of the 


“given way ; they saw that this motion 
was the first of a series of motions to 


from the first, distinctly declared that, 


_of Lord Jonn Russexv’s speech clearly 


state in which the Ministers now are 


|“ reading. 


: of the Government, that any improve- 
“ ment which left the efficiency of the 
» “bill unimpaired would be adopted ; 
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amendment, and 291 against it, and 
thus the Ministers found themselves in 


it is of no consequence at all whether 





Already the Ministers had 


parties. 


destroy the bill altogether ; and they, 


if this motion were carried, the bill 
would, in effect, be lost. The conclusion 


shows that they regarded it as decisive 
as far as related to the present House of 
I must insert this conclu- 
sion, because it clearly shows us the 


with reyard to this measure. 
“The motion, worded as it was, had 
“been designed merely to put the ad- 


“to retry the question of the second 
Ministers had thought that 
: the vote of the House in favour of the 
‘second reading was conclusive, that 
e the measure should be referred to 

the committee, and he (Lord J. R.) 
“ said with the noble Earl at the head 


é but that by its efficiency the Go- 
' Vernment was ready to stand or fall. 
(Hear, hear.) When he had, last 
: night, introduced the names of Earl 
‘ Grey and of the Duke of Wellington, 
: he had had no other object than to 
“show, in the shortest furm and in the 
: plainest manner, that there were but 
: ‘wo courses—Reform or no Reform. 
. Phe Duke of Wellington had avowed 
; himself the friend of all close bo- 
, foughs, and had defended the present 
_, ystem and all its abuses, as the most 
. perfect that the wit of man could de- 
Vise. Earl Grey, on the contrary, 
F had applied himself to secure the con- 
: fidence of the people, by obeying the 
‘ Universal call for Reform. If the bill 
,, Were thrown out, the consequences 

might be various. He would not give 
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“hypothetically to the results. The 
““ Crown might, in the first place, ap- 
‘* neal to the country, in order to ascer- 
tain whether it approved of the deci- 
“sion of the House of Commons. 
‘“‘ (Much cheering.) That was, at least, 
“<a possible case, and it would be avery 
‘“ constitutional course. But suppose 
‘‘some modified plan of reform were 
‘* introduced and adopted before the dis- 
“‘ solution of Parliament, it must be 
* dissolved afterwards, in order to give 
“the people the benefit of the change. 
‘ Would that be accomplished with 
“ neace and satisfaction, and would not 
“the first step in the new House of 
“ Commons be for some Member, fae 
‘“‘ vourable to this rejected measure, to 
“ bring forward a motion to revive it ? 
“ He (Lord J. Russell) could not ima- 
“ gine how any of the supporters of the 
“present bill could refuse to vote for 
“ such a motion, and then, instead of 
peace and satisfaction, there would be 
“a continual struggle between the peo- 
“ ple, on the one hand, to ebtain effec- 
‘‘ tual Reform, and the House of Com- 
“mons on the other to resistit. It 
“had been said that this bill would 
“ only be a stepping-stone to those who 
‘‘ wished for greater changes; but he 
(Lord J. R.) appealed to any man 
“ whether a more moderate bill, which 
‘‘ satisfied nobody, and offended many, 
‘“‘ was not much more likely to be con- 
“verted into a stepping-stone. Indeed, 
“‘ the objection of the hon. Member for 
“ Preston was, that this reform would 
‘‘ be final, and that when once it was 
‘“‘ made, nothing more would be granted. 
‘“‘He (Lord J. Russell) contended, 
“therefore, that this bill was not 
“ only much more likely to preserve 
“the enduring excellence of the 
“ constitution of the House, while it 
“ secured the confidence of the people 
“ in its deliberations and decisions, and 
“€ confirmed their affection and loyalty 
“to the throne. The object of the 
‘¢ bill was to raise a bar to the accom- 
“ plishment of this great end ; and, in 
* conclusion, he entreated all who were 
“ friendly to the measure to vote with 
* him and his friends.” 





“ it out as a threat, but he might allude 





The only question worthy of our at- 
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tention now, is, Whether the Parka- 
ment will be dissolved ornott At every 
step, Lord Grey has experienced the 
inconvenience of not having followed 
my advicc. Instead of vague assurances, 
vague second-hand assurances, and 
these, too, in very general and qualified 
terms, of the Aing’s hearty approbation 
of the measure, | recommended the 
beginning of the work by a MESSAGE 
from his Majesty; and if that course 
had been pursued, the bill, without a 
single alteration, would have been passed! 
long.and long enough agg. Instead of 
all the uncertainty, and all the turmoil ; 
all.the suspension of business ; all the 
suspension of purchases, whether com- 
mercial or landed ; all the suspension of 
contracts for time of every descriptions 
which have taken place throughout the 
whole kingdom, and which have been 
productive of injury to hundreds of 
thousands of individuals ; injury admit- 
ting of no adequate description from 
tongue or pen; instead of an incessant 
and universal agitation, approaching -to 
a dislocation of society itself; instead 
of three. months of this sort of confusion 
pervading the affairs and the minds of 
so. many millions of people, all would 
have been settled quietly two months 
ago ; for had the Ministers had this mes- 
sage to lay before Parliament on the 
3d of February, when it met, the whole 
matter would have been settled in the 
course of that month of February. 

It is perfectly true, because my Lord 
Grey has said it, that he had the 
sanction of his Majesty to bring for- 
ward a bill for the reform of the Par- 
Yament. This is true; but then there 
wanted a more formal sanction to de- 
stroy at once the hopes of the enemies 
ofreform. It is.also true that the Kine 
has kept these Ministers in place with 
this bill before the House; but the 
enemies of reform had no assurance 
that the Kine would make use of all 
the prerogatives with which he is in- 
vested, in order to cause this bill to be 
carried. Now if the Ministers had pro- 
ceeded by message from the Krne him- 
self, all this would have been implied 
in that message; and for want of the 
message, Lord Grey will in all pro- 
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bability have to experience a second 
chapter of 1807 ; that is to say, accusa. 
tions on the part of his opponents of 
not having fully apprised his Majesty 
of, and obtained his acquiescence in, 
the measure which he has proposed to 
the Parliament. ‘Phis is the rock on 
which he split, with intentions equally 
good, in the year 1807. His opponents, 
too, have this great argument, or, rather, 
this strong ground, which they ‘had not 
at the period just mentioned, namely, 
that he (Lord Grey) did not at first 
contemplate a measure to any-thing like 
the present extent. Now, then, if he 
have brought forward a measure much 
more extensive than that which he con- 
templated when he came into office, his 
opponents may, upon his own showing, 
contend that this, at any rate, was not 
the measure which he proposed to the 
Kine as the basis of his Ministry. 

But the great question with the 
people is, What isnow to be done? It 
was manifest to me, and | urged it in 
the Register of the 26th of March, 
with all the force of ‘which | was 
master, that this bill never could be 
carried with the present House of Com- 
mons. Many of my readers were as 
tonished at what I said in that Regester; 
for in it I expressed my doubts of the 
King’s readiness to dissolve the Parlia- 
ment; yet it was clear as daylight that 
the bill could not be carried: without ¢ 
dissolution. There were, out of three 
hundred and two who voted for the 
second reading, many who exp 
themselves determined to oppose parts 
of the bill in the detail. These mea 
voted for the second reading in order t0 
be on the red list, which they knew 
would be published and presented 
throughout the country; but they ‘vil 
knew that they might oppose the 
in some one or other of its essential de- 
tails; and thus defeat it, while their 





names had gone forth as its advocates. 
Now, there were three and one 


who voted against the second reading ; 
and was it not manifest that these men 
most firmly believed that no the 
would take place im order to carry 

bill? Therefore, in order oo Suet 
their hopes ; in order to earry the 9° 
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a dissolution became absolutely ne- | 
cessary at once, Without going into a 
committee. My Lord Joun Russey 
says that the Ministers regarded the 
decision on the second reading as ** con- 
“elusive that the measure should be 
‘referred to the committee.” How 
they came to regard it as thus con- 
clusive, it would puzzle the wit of man 
to discover. It ought to have been) 
conclusive that the bill could never be | 
carried with the present House of Com- 
mons, without being chipped away to 
next to nothing. 

They now acknowledge that it can- 
not be carried with the present House, | 
without such chipping away; and my. 
Lord Joux Russe. says, that the con- 
sequences must now be either a disso- | 
lution of the Parliament, or a resigna-| 
tion of the Ministers. The Morning 
Cironicle has, upon this subject, the 
following article, which appears to me 
to be of a demi-official character. It 
has been observing (20th April), that 
We are still in the dark as to the inten- 
tions of the Ministers; for, though the | 
bill is ordered to be committed on 
Thursday night, it was generally be- 
lieved, in the House, that the result of 
the vote must be either a dissolution or 
a resignation ; but that the opinion-that 
the Ministers would resign was the pre- 
vailing one. Then follows the demi- 
official article in these words. ‘“ The 
P twenty-four hours following the pub- 
Fs lication of this Journal, will be the 
_, most eventful in the history of this 
_, mprre, if not of the world. Minis- 
a ters have been defeated in a division 
_, on the English Reform Bill, by a 
_, Majority of eight, on a question which, 
2 discussiun, they deemed of vital 
¥ ie to the great Constitutional 
= Reform, the basis and pedestal of 
S their political existence as a Cabinet. 
} The impossibility of maintaining their 
_, tition by means of the present House 
_ of Commons, long predicted, is now 
_, demonstrated. It is useless to diss 
_, ©US8 the judgment or policy of: pa- 
n' tiently testing this result, by the di- 
,, Vision on General Gascoyne’s Motion. 

Now Ministers have but two elections 








“ — Dissolution’ or Resignation. ‘The. 
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“honesty and singlemindedness of 
‘« Lord Grey leave us no doubt of his 
‘* immediate adoption of one alternative. 
‘* Be the people assured that Reform 
‘«* will be consequent on either course. 
‘© Revolution may. yet be avoided, but 
“the events of the next twenty-four 
“ hours will determine the crisis.’ 

After this, the Editor of the Chronicle 


‘adds the following: ‘* A great deal too 


‘* much importance has been attached 
“ to reports of the supposed feelings of 


“ Royalty with regard to Reform. If 
“has again been stated broadly that the 


“ King will not dissolve Parliament ; 
“and the declaration of Earl Grey on 
“ Monday night, that ‘ with respect to 


“one threat, he had formerly dis-+ 


‘ ¢ claimed it, and had stated that he 
«had neither the inclination nor wag 
“ * he armed with the authority to make 
“‘« use of any menace,’ is cited as cone 
“firmatory of this resolution. Ag 
‘¢ Ministers are determined to stand or 
“ fall with the bill; as Reform was 
‘‘ made a condition of their acceptance 
of office; as the plan of Reform was 
“ submitted to the King; and as dis- 
‘* solution, in case the hill should be 
“ materially damaged in its progress, is 
‘the only means by which effect can 
“ be given to the plan, we hold it for 
“ certain that the report of the King’s 
‘“‘ unwillingness to dissolve is a base 
* calumny.” Oh, no! It is not a:base 
calumny ; or, at least, I do not believe 
it is; and so I said on the 26th: of 
March. It is said here that “‘ the plan 
of Reform was submitted to the King.” 
Why, so was the plan of Catholic 
Emancipation in 1807 ; Lord Gary dis- 
tinetly stated that in the House of Com- 
mons at the time; but his opponents 
denied this. They allowed that a mea- 
sure of emancipation was submitted to 
him; but they positively denied that 
that measure had: been. submitted to 
him. And Lord Grey could not call 
upon the Kino to make. w declaration 
upon the subject ; nor cam he call upon 
the Kine to make adeclaration upon 
the subject now. This isa thing whieh 
all due subordination to: the Chief 
Magistrate forbids; it is a thing which 
decency forbids: it. cannot: be: done 
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without levelling the dignity of the| WHAT IS NOW TO BE Doxp; 
the crown with the earth ; and, in this, If I am to judge from the language of 
respect, Lord Grey must be content to| the Morning Chronicle, and from what 
endure in silence the taunts which hej one hears in the streets, RESIGNA- 
had to endure in 1807. TION is the course that the Ministers 

This writer tells us that it is now|must pursue. Indeed, it is the only 
broadly asserted, ‘that the King will |course that they can pursue, unless the 
not dissolve Parliament.” Why, lL gave Kine consent to a dissolution. | 
it as my opinion that he would not, so ascribe no fault to the Kine : he is, as 
long ago as the 26th of March. It ap-|I said in the Register so often alluded 
peared to me manifest; it appeared to |to, though a King, still but a man ; 
me clear as daylight, that he would not jand, as a man, he must have his opini- 
dissolve the Parliament, unless strongly |ons, his doubts, and his fears, as well 





urged to do it by the unanimous peti- | 


tions of his people; and, therefore, I 
urgently recommend such petitions to 
be immediately sent to him. On the 


evening of the day when that Register| 


was published, several gentlemen came 


as other men. It is clear to me, in- 
deed, that his interest is, above that of 
all other men, involved in the passing 
of this bill; but still, it would be to 
make the kingly office a burden that no 
man could bear, to hold that he is not 





to me, and, in strains of great exulta- 
tion, related to me the result of the 
grand meeting of the merchants and 
bankers at the 
their utter astonishment, I very coolly 
observed, that, instead of petitions to 
the Parliament, and an address to the 
Kinc, those merchants and bankers 
should have, petitioned the Kine to! 
dissolve the Parliament. When they 
had read the Register, they were asto- 
nished at my doubts with regard to the 
readiness of the King to dissolve the 
Parliament, if necessary, to carry the 
bill: and they told me that Mr. 
Alderman Wood had declared, at 
the meeting at the Mansion-house, 
that the Ministers would be able to 
carry the bill without a dissolution of 
the Parliament. From that moment, I 
regarded the bill as lost, for the present, 
at any rate, and dreaded all the conse- 
quences of the severe and cruel disap- 
pointment to be experienced by the 
people. It was manifest to me that 
the Kine was not disposed to dissolve 
the Parliament; and, while nobody 
who had any regard for the observance 
of the laws of the country could deny 
his perfect right to refuse to dissolve it, 
the only course left for the people was 
to pour in their prayers upon him, so tg 
exercise his prerogative as to ensure the 
success of a measure which they had 
so much at heart. 


But, again I say, the question is, 





to exercise his judgment, and act ac- 
cording to that Judgment. It is clear 
as daylight, that the reform cannot be 


Mansion-house. ‘To| made by this present Ministry without 


a new Parliament; and, therefore, for 
them to proceed with their Committee 
is only to plunge themselves deeper 
and deeper in inextricable difficulties. 
They are now beaten on a point which, 
according to their own avowal, they 
deemed of vital importance to their mea- 
sure. “‘ The basis and pedestal of their po- 
“ litical existence as a cabinet, is, accord- 
“ing to their own confession, knocked 
‘from under them.” To attempt © 
cling to office after that would only ve 
to re-act the miserable drama of 1507. 
Well, but what is to happen if they ve 
sign? The Edinburgh Review, 10 "Ss 
last number, evidently anticipates this 
result. They anticipate that another 
faction will come in, whom they deno- 
minate “the Herrieses, the Pests, 
and the Gouvzsvuays,” whom they call 
‘“‘ miserable tricksters.” It is very cur 
ous that this is precisely the appellation 
which these Reviewers gave to Perce 
va and his set in 1807! The WV gs 
when taunted by their opponents “ 
endeavouring to cling to office Rill, 
they had withdrawn the Catholic > 
apologised for their conduct by col 
that “it was their duty to Apo 
keep a set of tricksters out of agua 
Those tricksters got into power, 








ever, and held it snugly for twenty-four 
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; pletely as if they had been a set of 


J allow; forthe Reform Bill has the 


the certainty of petitions to the Kine 


Grey, and dissolve the Parliament. 
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years, excluding the Whigs as com- 
foreizners. The cases are very different, 


whole nation at its back ; and, if Lord 
Grey could but have been brought to 
add the BALLOT to the other parts of 
his plan, he might have resigned with 





from every county, city, town, and vil- 
lace in the kingdom, to recall Lord | 


| think that the result would be the 
same now ; for there is so much of real | 
good in this bill, that all men who do 
not live on the abuses; all men, in all 
ranks of life, are eager for its adoption. 
Before this paper will reach the eve of 
my readers, the decision of Lord Grey 
may have been taken, and may be puo- 
licly known; but, be that decision what 
it may, and be the intrigues and the 
workings of factions what they may, 
the cause of reform cannot go back: the 
country feels the good of it by anticipa- 
tion: itis a feast prepared ; they smell 
it from the kitchen; and woe to them 
who would come and announce to them 
that there is to be no dinner. 

Lhe Edinburgh Review, the brains 
ot whose writers always run upon the 
con.forts of place and emolument, 
manitestly entertain fears, that the op- 
position, having beaten and turned out 
the Ministers, will come in themselves ; 
and, as in the case of the Catholic Bill, 
bring in thig very bill themselves, and 
call upon the\Whigs to support them. 
The words of t viewer are those: 
“ Another thing t be also reckoned 
,, "bon In the prospeets of these enemies 
2 of the bill. They have found by 
_, Xperience that the present Ministers 
_, are utterly incapable of opposing, 
i‘ while excluded from office, the mea- 
__ Sures they had themselves recom- 
. mended while in power. So that we 
. verily do believe the men we are 
_, peaking of, if they entertain any 
_, Serious thought of power, look for- 
ward to carry the bill now in pro- 
., Bress, if they can do no better, with 
the aid of the present Ministers, only 
7 pianging sides in the two Houses of 

arliament. Sure we are of this, 


“that without some such calculation, 
“they are worse than frantic if they 
‘‘attempt to break up the existing 
‘* Government, wholly incapable as 
“ they are of forming any other, except 
“ by coming round to the principles of 
“reform.” This is, to be sure, pushing 
speculation to a great extent; but, 
the thing is by no means impossible. 
‘There were some passages in the speech 
of the Attorney-General which seemed 
to indicate a most horrible degree of 
misgiving. Soon after the beginning 
of his speech (the Chronicle observes), 
areat impatience was manifested from 
several parts of the House. After the 
noise had subsided, the report makes 
him proceed in the following curious 
manner. “es tne reacer to pau 
attention to his words : 

“He had a solemn and important 
“duty to discharge, and he would not 
“ be deterred from discharging it by any 
‘“* manceuvring, let it proceed from what 
* quarter it might, on an occasion such 
‘as that he was not to be cried down, 
‘‘or coughed down. Clamour out of 
‘* doors had been spoken of, but if a con- 
 tinuance of the interruption to which 
“he was exposed were continued, he 
‘** would not hesiiate to call it clamour ; 
‘‘ he would not hesitate to designate it 
‘as a measure to keep the House from 
“ coming to a vote, and getting rid of 
** the motion for the present. Now, sup- 
** posing they succeded in getting rid of 
“ the measure in its present form, and 
‘** prevented a reduction of more than 
“twenty Members, leaving the whole 
‘* number 658, they would still have 
“ left to them a variety of perplexing 
“ considerations, which might really 
“ prevent their coming to a satisfactory 
‘‘conclusion upon the subject during 
‘* the present session, and that result, in 
“the hands of an enemy, might be 
“made the means of defeating the bill. 
“ He therefore conceived the friends of 
“ the measure could not adopt a course 
“ more unwise and imprudent than to 
“give the slightest sanction to a pro- 
“position which should have the 
“ effect of merreih yae the operations 
“of the committee. Very possibly the 


« gallant General, the Member for Li- 
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““ He was putting the matter hypothe- 
“tically, but it. was an hypothesis 
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verpool, might say to them, they ‘‘ which was supported by pretty stout 
might split Liverpool into several |“ petitions—it was an hypothesis which 
districts, and give to each a repre-| “‘ did not demand the clamour of «gp 
sentative, and so fill all the possible |“ infuriated multitude’ for its support, 
vacancies. ‘That certainly might be a,“ nor the aid of ‘ @ tyrannical press’ for 
mode of disposing of the measure; |“ its propagation. A noble Lord had 
but after what had recently occurred ; “ referred to the fact, that it had gone 
in Liverpool, he should have little |‘ forth to the people, and been believed 
difficulty in affirming, that no more] ‘‘ by them, that the present bill would 
effectual means could be adopted for |‘ neither give them food or clothes—he 
defeating the measure than the adop- | ‘‘ believed there was no part of Eng- 
tion of any such proposition. (Cheers.)!“‘ land, with the exception of those dis- 
Yes: it would defeat the measure, |‘ tricts which in the month of Novem- 
and the honourable Gentleman oppo-| “ ber were disturbed, where such gross 
site denied the observation, plainly |" ignorance prevailed. Suppose they 
avowing that he admitted its truth.|‘* were inquiring into any similar case, 
He wished to know, was the hon.|“ referring to a different body of per- 
Gentleman a friend to: the bill; did|“‘ sons, how would they proceed? 
he propose the amendment in| ‘* Would they not proceed by inquiring 
amity, and with the view of doing|“ into particular acts of delinquency; 
the bill a service? If so, he could|“ and if it were agreed that the House 
inform him that nothing could be|‘* was not adequate to the discharge of 
more calculated to do the bill an|‘ the duties which the constitution im- 
injury ; in fact, nothing more calcu-|‘* posed upon it, what remained to be 
lated to defeat the measure alto-|‘ done but to reform it, and how were 
gether; there was certainly no pro-|‘ the means of reform to be devised 
position upon which the enemies of |“ except by inquiring into particular 
the bill would dweil with more plea-|‘' cases of delinquency? Much had 
sure. It had been said that the|‘ been said of intimidation. (The up- 
present bill was a concession made to | “‘ roar, which, during the greater part 
public clamour. He hoped he might | “ of the honourable and learned Gentle- 
be permitted to say that there was | ‘‘ man’s speech, was kept up with little 
not in that House—not in the coun. |“ intermission, here rose to a height 
try, one man less disposed to yield to | “‘ which rendered him quule inaudible.) 
that degrading influence than he was.|‘‘ He was next understood to aavert 
He would not go one step in obedience |“ to an observation of an honourable 
to it; but, at the same time, he,‘ Member opposite, that if the present 
world say, that the possible imputa- |“ Government were not in a condition 
tion of yielding to such an influence)“ to carry on the affairs of the coun- 
would not deter him from manfully |“ try themselves, they would at least 
avowing his determination to support |‘‘ place those affairs in sucha seyne 
to the utmost that which he thought | ‘‘ as ¢hat no other Cabinet could ¢ 
was likely to carry into effect the |“ their places; but that was language 
long-cherished aud always unchanged |‘ which ought not to be held, 
opinions which had governed his po- |“ which certainly should not have ~ 
litical conduct—would not deter him | “ effect of influencing the conduct of 
from labouring to promote that which. |“* present Government. He concel¥ 
the country had received with acela-|‘ that the vote of the present ™g f 
mations, and which, if rejected, they |‘ would be decisive of the question M4 
would hear of the rejection with the|‘* Reform. It had been said Se tate 
deepest disappointment, and. which,{“ Duke of Wellington and Lord Grey 
if adopted, they would receive with | ‘‘ dictated to their respective ssid 
rejoicings and gratitude. (Cheers.)| “ Sir R. Peet denied that he had ow 
“ that either of those noble Persons He 
‘“‘ assumed the office of Dictator. 
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‘ merely said that they were possessed 
“ of great authority. All he meant to 
“ convey was, that they represented the 
“two extremes, and between those 


_ “there was no intermediate opinion. 


“The Arrorney-GBNERAL resumed, 


“ briely explaining the view which he 


“had taken of the observations of the 


_ “right hon. Baronet, proceeding to ob- 


“ serve, that hon. Members on the other 


_ “side of the House might perhaps at- 


“tempt to form an Administration 


_ “ without the Dake of Wellington ; for 


“after his declarations, he could not 
“again assume oflice with those who, 
“though against the preseut measure, 
“were favourable to a reform of their 


_ “own devising ; and he could not help 


“ saying, that an Administration formed 
“ of them without the noble Duke, would 
“ be like the performance of the tragedy 
“ of Hamlet, the part of Hamlet being 
“left out by particular desire. (The 
“noise and confusion again attaining a 
“ great height) — 

“ Lord Joun Russet rose to elaim 
“a patient and impartial hearing for 
“ kis hon. and learned. Friend ; though 
“the hour was Jate, it was not so late 
“as they had debated upon other oc- 
“ casions, and beth he and his hon. and 
“learned Friend would, he conceived, 
“ be entitled to a hearing. 

* The Arrorney-GENERAL, in con- 
; Unuation, went on to say that hoo. 
bh Members opposite made no proposi- 
. tion, lest, as they alleged, it would 
. embarrass the Government; but surely 
7 nothing could be more calculated to 
_, Create embarrassment than the course 

‘which they had taken. He had not 
- the slightest doubt that, sooner or later 
and but a little sooner or later— 
; this measure must pass. It had been 
, Prepared in integrity, with an honest 
- desire to remedy existing and acknow- 
7 ledged abuses, arid it had been dic- 
_, Mted by necessity—the necessity of 
,, maintaining the valued institations of 
the country in their entireness and 
_, Durity. He had no doubt that this 
~, division would decide the fate of the 
k bill; and he, for one, should be most 
x happy to find himself by the side of a 

noble Lord who. addressed the House 


“ last night ; and who, consistently with 
‘the tenor and opinions of his life, 
** after the question had been put, would 
“be surrounded by the friends of . his 
** youth,” 

‘Khe Attorney-General seems to have 
been shockingly flustered by the con- 
tinual interruption which he experienced, 
He ought, for this especial occasion, to 
have borrowed a little brass from a 
Northern Member who has such abun- 
dance of it to spare, and which is proof 
against every thing that the wit of man 
can devise. We gather from this speech, 
however, the despondency of the 
speaker; his awful anticipations of 
another ministry being formed! This 
anticipation seems to have bewildered 
him considerably ; and to have deprived 
him of that clearness of conception, and 
distinctness of expression so necessary 
upon such an occasion ; and his embar- 
rassment must have been greatly height- 
ened by the kind and urgent interference 
of Lord Joun Russext to obtain him a 
patient hearing. However, observe, 
that he, who ought to understand the 
matter well, implores the friends of the 
bill to vote against the amendment, 
because the adoption of the amendment 
would unquestionably defeat the Bill. 
He states expressly that he has ao doubt 
that this division will decide the fate vf 
the bill. He again asserts, that the pre- 
sent night would be decisive of the ques- 
tion of Iteform. He says, indeed, that 
he has not the “slightest doubt, that, 
sooner or (ater, this measure must pass.” 
This is but cold comfort, and especially 
forthe ministry. It is manifest, indeed, 
from the tone, the manner, and the 
words, of this speech, and of the other 
speeches of the Ministers, that they see 
that they are defeated; that they fear 
that the King will not dissolve the Par- 
liament ; and that that parliament wilk 
not suffer them to ‘remain in, office, if 
one could suppose it possible. that they 
would still cling to that office. 

L have not the smallest idea that Loed 
Geery himself would remain in office 
after being defeated with regard to this 
measure; but, | am very far from 
positive with regard to the part whi 





jsome, at least, of his colleagues woukd 
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be willing to act in such a case. They’ the cry of “‘ demagogues,” and of “ de. 
have all undoubtedly given their assent signing and evil-minded men,” that 
to this measure; but they may not be | have now to be answered by the bo. 
so strictly bound to stand or fall by it| roughmongers: it is the grave and 
as he is. He has been the great pro-| solemn charges brought against them 


jector : it is his measure; and, if car- 
ried, a very moderate portion of the 
public applause would attach itself to 
them. ‘The greater part of them have 
been, all their lives, decided enemies of 
parliamentary reform; and if they have 
for the moment yielded to the sug- 
gestions of his master-mind, it does not 
follow that they are to persevere to that 
extreme point which he would persevere 
to for the sake of carrying this measure. 
So that those calculations are fallacious 
which bind them up along with him; 
and it is very far from being impossible, 
that a considerable part of the present 
Ministry would not think it inconsistent 
to form part of another by which he 
might be supplanted. The speculation 
of the Edinburgh Review, that the men 


by Lord Jonn Russevyt, whose words 
we have only to repeat; whose speech 
will, in future, be our text-book; and, 
that old accusation against us, that we 
are not agreed as to any plan of a res 
form, will no longer avail our enemies; 
for here is the plan, and that, too, in 
the shape of a bill, and that bill read a 
second time, and thus sanctioned in 
principle by the Parliament itself. Under 
such circumstances, it will be impossible 
for any Ministry to carry on the affairs 
of the country, or even to keep it tran- 
‘quil; and the country never can know 
peace any more until a reform to this 
extent be carried. For my own part, I 
‘have no predilection for persons: | do 
‘not care a straw by whom the thing is 
‘done, so that it be done. I should like 





who supplant Lord Gxey will very for it to be done by Lord Grey; be- 
speedily adopt his bill, and call upon | canse, in the first place, the honour is 
him to support it, is by no means so! due to him, and because the gratitude 
wild as one might at first sight imagine. | which the country will owe him would 
To take the Duxe again, and set the give him great strength as to ulterior 
whole people at defiance, is too bold a| measures. But, so that it be done, | 
thing to be thought of; but there is a! care not if even Pees or Gousuay of 





middle course, which is to take a man 
who is not committed at all upon the 
subject, to make him propose a reform, 
seemingly different, but coming by de- 
grees to what will satisfy the people; 
and, strange as the opinion may seem, I 
should not be very much surprised if 
such a ministry were to adopt substan- 
tially all the provisions of this bill, and 
the ballot into the bargain; and then 
we should have the measure carried in 
Opposition to the very man who has 
proposed it! And if all this were to 
take place, it would not be a bit more 
surprising than was the introduction 
and carrying of the Catholic Bill. 

The peopie, therefore, need not de- 
spair. Reform has been begun; and it 
must be finished. No Ministry can 
carry on the affairs of the country, in 
future, without it. Every embarrass- 
ment, every suffering (and there will 
be enough of both), will be constantly 
ascribed to a want of Reform. It is not 


‘even Herries be the instrument. 

‘care not a straw who is minister and 
‘who not, so that the rotten boroughs be 
‘destroyed, and there be a House of 
‘Commons freely and fairly chosen by 
the people. There are many motives 
existing in the breasts of great numbers 
of persons by whom Lord Grey 1s su 
rounded, to induce them to wish to see 
| power in other hands than his. Jt 1s 
great vice, but it is a vice so very ane 
mon as hardly to subject men to ae 
heavy censure, to entertain @ poet 
others merely because they are $0 ¥% ¥ 
our superiors in those qndowne 
which men generally covet. He ¥ sl: 
possesses this species of superiority YA 
ways stands upon a dangerous eminen " 
is always a target for the shafts of envy 
and of hatred: men submit to — 
riority; but they submit with reluctan as 
and, since to raise themselves 


equality they feel to be impossible, they 








are gratified by every thing tending 
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F . . | 
level. On this eminence stands Lord | 
Gary, at the present moment, than 


' operation. They are tossing the nation 
' backward and forward from one hope 
- to another,and from one fear to another: 


~ 


' again in this country until there be a 
' complete changeand renovation through 


' less extensive than that which has now 
3 been proposed. 
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Il the superior down to their own | 


which there has not been one, for the} 


; : 
last two centuries, less abundant in men | 


of distinguished ability. 
All these causes are now in powerful 


when the turmoil will end no one can 
tell ; but one thing is clear to every man 
of common sense; and that is, that 
there never can be real tranquillity 


the means ofa Parliamentary Reform not 


I conclude this article on Wednesday. 
To-morrow may bring forth something 
decisive with regard to the steps to be 
taken by the Minister: if so, I shall 
have to notice it in this present Register ; | 
if not, my notice of it must be deferred 
till my next. 





Wa. COBBETT. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


_ Thursday morning, 21st April.—As 
far as IT can learn, and, indeed, I have | 
no source of information but that of the 
newspapers, the Parliament is to be 
dissolved forthwith. The Courier of 
last night, and the Morning Chronicle 
of this morning, state this in the most 
positive terms. I need not say how 
glad I am that this determination has 
been adopted by the Ministers, and that 
the King has given his consent to it, 
especially after the ominous accounts 
Which had been published relative to 
the disposition of his Majesty as to this 
matter, The Courier, which is, in 
reality, the Ministerial paper, which 
hame I give it without imputation of 
blame to them, because some organ 
they must have of this literary de- 
“cription: this paper of the 19th in- 
stant hinted that his Majesty disap- 
proved of the details of the bill; that is 
to say, then, of the bill itself. The 
Morning Chronicle of the next day said 
that it was asserted openly that the King 
Would not consent to dissolve the Par- 


these facts. 
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liament ; and, as we have seen, in the 
former part of this article, it said that 
dissolution or resignation must take 
place, and that it believed that the latter 
would be the course that Ministers 
would have to pursue. 

It was impossible not to conclude 
from this that the King was hostile to 
the measure, and that he would not 
give his consent to a dissolution of the 
Parliament. It now appears that a cabi- 
net council was called on the2Oth, at ten 
o'clock in the morning ; that the council 
remained in deliberation up to two 
o‘clock, and that, during the sitting of 
the cabinet council, Lord Grey left his 
colleagues two or three times, and pro- 
ceeded to St. James’s Palace, where he 
had audiences of the King; and finally 
that the result was, the determination 
of the Ministers to dissolve the Parlia- 
ment, and the assent of his Majesty to 
that measure. 

For my part I know nothing of any of 
I do not even now know 
that a dissolution will take place. I 
believe it, however, most firmly, and 
that I rejoice at it I need not repeat, 
having constantly urged the necessity 
of it, ever since the division took place 
on the second reading. It is exceed- 
ingly to be lamented that this measure 
should have been delayed so long as 
to fill the people’s minds with fear as 
to the disposition of his Majesty re- 
lative to this important affair. The 
Morning Chronicle of this day says : 
“ After the vote of Tuesday night, 
“ Ministers had no longer a choice 
‘* whether or not Parliament should be 
*‘ dissolved. We knew the course they 
“would pursue. We knew that they 
“would nobly redeem their pledges. 
“« We have now the satisfaction of being 
“able to announce that a dissolution 
“has been determined on, and we can 
‘¢ confidently assure our readers, that an 
“* immediate dissolution may be counted 
“on. We knew that the reports, so 
“* industriously circulated, of a deter- 
“ mination on the part of his Majesty 
“not t2 consent to a dissolution were 
‘* without foundation ; for the choice of 
a Ministry who accepted of office only 
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‘“‘ to propose reform,.and the approba- 
‘“‘ tion of their plan of reform xeces- 
“ sartly implied approbation of the con- 
** stitutional means which might be re- 
“* quisite to give effect to it; and there- 


Ministers. 6 
question at all, was to place the King 
in a situation in which. he never ouzht 
to have been placed. The mail coaches 
of last night carried the doubts and 
the alarmall over the kingdom. Itis not 





“fore, we could not for a moment en- 
** tertain the supposition, so injurious to 
“ the reputation for sincerity and good 
“ faith of a sovereign who has always 
** been supposed to possess these virtues 
“‘in a very eminent degree, that he 
“would allow his servants to feed the 
“ country with hopes of a reform which 
“he was yet determined should not be 
“ obtained with his good will.” 

What! blame people for tndus- 
triously circulating reports which you 
yourself led the way in circulating ! 
You first excite the doubts and fears, 
and then say that you coald not for a 


necessary to say what feelings those 
doubts must have inspired. It is not 
necessary to say this; but we may con- 
fidently say, because itis written by the 
pen of nature herself, that such feelings, 
when once awakened, never. leave the 
breast in the state in which it was before, 
[t was, above all things, to be desired, 
that not the smallest doubt should be 
excited in the minds of the people with 
regard to his Majesty’s conduct and 
disposition in this.affair. It was to be 
desired, for the sake of those ‘* institu- 
tions of the country,’ of which so much 
has been said, that the boroughholders 





moment entertain the supposition of | 
their having any ground to rest on: | 
first, fill the whole town, aye and the | 
whole country, too, with alarm upon | 
the subject ; first say, that dissolution 
or resignation must be the course of 
the Ministers, and give your opinion in 
favour of resignation; and then affect 
to blame people for circulating a report 
of the King’s determination not to 
dissolve. You will write tiil there is 
not another pen full of ink left in the 
world, before you will persuade the | 
people to believe, that you did not be- | 
lieve, only yesterday morning, that the | 
King would not give his consent to! 
the dissolution. I am very loath to | 
impute blame in any degree to the 
author of so much geod as is contained 
in this Reform Bill; and I am_ not! 
presumptuous enough to pretend that 
there might not be motives quite suffi- 
cient to induce Lord Grey to postpone 
the bringing of the matter to this 
issue; but, according to that which | 
appears on the surface of things, I 
cannot’ help believing that his Majesty 
might have been spared the risk of 
exciting suspicions and alarms in the 
breasts of the | people. Yesterday 
morning, it was notoriously a question 
of dissolution or resignation. This was 
the tone of all the papers friendly 
to the measure. It was manifestly a 
quemtion, at the least ; and to make it a 











should yield with a good grace, and 
conciliate the peopie by so yielding; 
but, can there be a friend to the institu- 
tions of the. country, and to the great 
institution of all, who does not lament 
the exhibition of a Cabinet Council, the 
chief of which is going backward and 
forward to the King upon the subject of 


‘his consent to a mreasure so absolutely 


necessary to the success of this bill ? 
Can there be a real friend of a Govera- 
ment in King, Lords, and Commons; 
can there be a man in the whole coun: 
try, who does not entertain a wish to 
see the whole of this ancient fabric 
overthrown, who does not lament that 
things were brought to this pass; @ 

especially when it might have been % 


easily avoided? Does any man believe, 


that the stories about the proeeedings a 
Windsor will not have done harm pro 
digious ? However, let us hope that 
the thing is settled now ; aud let us 
hope also, that the aristocracy who are 
opposed to the bill, will, at last, g¥° 
way with as good a grace as they 68% 
If their minds admitted of oe ae 
sious u this subject, those 

sions eet be _ by the speech 
made by Mr. Hawxrys jin the House 
of Commons the night. before las 
a speech which, according to ™Y 
judgment,. was the fiaest that I eve 
read in my life, and which, if oy 
not room for it now, I should thiak 
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suppose that the dissolution will now 
"take place very speedily. 
stand in need of no advice as to what 


© to that dissolution. 
_ been so admirable, in every part of the 
‘country; they, and particularly the 
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my daty to insert in my papers as soon as well as the feeling of generosity, are 





public body on political matters. I 
The people 


their concuct ought to be with regard 
Their conduct has 


working classes, whom the bill ex- 
cludes from the direct exercise of the 
right of suffrage, has been marked by 
prudence, by moderation, by disin- 
terestedness, by magnanimity, by public 
spirit, such as the world never before 
beheld, except, perhaps, in the outset of 
the American Revolution; and, even 
in that case, the devotion to country did 
not surpass that which we have now 
beheld. 

This conduct, on the part of the 
millions in Scotland, in Ireland, as well 
as in England, give the lie, and that, 
too, in the most pointed manner, to all 
those who have treated them as ‘* pea- 
suntry ’ and as “ rabble.” They are not 
to have precisely what they had fre- 
quently prayed for; an abstract, but 
still a clear right is to be withheld from 
them: but do they complain; do they 
repine; do they clamour for any-thing 
More than that which the Ministers 
have tendered them? On the contrary, 
all eagerly rush. forward, out-voters, 
populous towns which were to have 
no Members, scores of thousands as- 
Sembied together, who were to have 
no direct representatives ; all hasten 
forward voluntarily to declare that 
here is so much of good, that they are 
Contented and grateful. All seem 
ready to make sacrifices; all seem 
ready to say, and they do say, Think 
hot of us: here is the safety and salva- 
tion of our country, to secure which we 
are ready to sacrifice. every. personal 
consideration. Great and glorious was 
the conduct of the people of England in 
the case of the unfortunate Queen Caro- 
line; but this is a matter of a still higher 


, as possible, not only in justice to the brought into full play ; aad all that was 
) speaker, but as a pattern for the imi- 
“tation of every young man in England 
who shall have occasion to address a 


wanted to make the scene which Eng- 
land now presents to the world the 
yrandest that that world ever witnessed, 
is, disinterestedness and public spirit on 
the part of the aristocracy, equal to that 
which is so amply displayed by the 
working people. 
And is this the people of whose en-~ 
croachments, and of whose sinister de- 
signsand latentintentionsthat aristocracy 
are afraid? Such forbearance never was 
practised by any common people upon 
the face of the earth. ‘There can be no 
doubt in the mind of any rational man 
that it was the formidable attitude of 
the people, their resolution to recover 
their rights, that emboldened the Mi- 
nister to propose this salutary measure. 
He has the honour, and always will 
have the honour, of being the author of 
the measure; but every man knows, and 
no man better than himself, that he would 
not have dared even to propose this 
measure, if he had not had the people 
heartily at his back. They know this 
as well as he; and yet, with what 
admirable forbearance they have exer- 
cised their mighty power! Represented 
by one man, as disaffected to the mea- 
sure, as craving for. more, as discon- 
tented and as being envious of the 
middle class, to whom the right of 
voting is given; thus represented, they 
have hastened, from all parts of the 
kingdom, todisclaim the foul imputation. 
In short, conduct so truly admirable 
never was before witnessed on the part 
of any people, conduct so clearly prov- 
ing that they have always been sincere 
in their prayers and professions, and 
that their superiors in rank and wealth 
may safely confide in their justice and 
moderation. And, what is the return 
that they have met. with? 1 do not 
answer for the truth of the following 
paragraph, taken from the Morning 
Chronicle of to-day, describing the con~ 
duct of the enemies of Reform in conse~ 
quence of the supposed decided victory, 
in the House of Commons, on Tuesday 
ight: “ The anti-reformers were ex- 
“tremely lavish of their money yesterday. 





order ; here the sound understanding, 


“The Duke of Northumberland gave five 
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2 
** guineas to the bell-ringers of St. Mar-| minster have, ay with praiseworthy 
‘ tin’s, to ring a peal, in consequence | promptitude, petitioned the King to dis. 
“of the majority. The High Church) solve the Parliament. Every other 
‘“« Parsons, in several parishes, testifying body of the people should follow the 
** thety joy in like manner.” I do not;example, if there be time before the 
know that this is true ; but if it be true, dissolution be officially announced, 
what a return is this for the generous, When the dissolution shall have beeg 
conduct of the people! Let us hope, | officially announced, addresses of 
however, that after all, the aristocracy |‘ THANKS should pour in upon the 
will so act as to regain the good-will of | King, from all parts of the country, and 
this good-natured and forgiving people ; | that, too, as speedily as possible. It is 
and that England will now exhibit to| our duty to support him, and to prove 
the world an example of patriotism | our heart-felt gratitude to him, on this 


worthy of our forefathers in their best 
days. 

I cannot conclude without observing 
to my readers, that, after all, 1 must see 
the dissolution officially announced be- 
fore I shall feel entirely satistied on the 
subject. There is a tardiness in the an- 
nouncement which | do not like; and 
though we are always prone to listen to 
our wishes, I cannot say that lam even 
yet entirely divested of my fears upon 
this point. There has been such an ob- 
Stinacy on the part of the foes of reform; 
they have been so persevering; they 
have so constantly shown that they had 
a firm reliance upon something ; that 
until I see the dissolution officially an- 
nounced, I shall have my doubts 
upon the subject. I have no doubt 
at all of the final triumph of the cause 
of reform; I know that that cause 
cannot go back one inch; but I am 
anxious to see the cause triumph by 
those peaceable means ; those means 
so well-known to the laws of the coun- 
try; I am so anxious that it should 
succeed without giving a shock to the 
form and frame of the Government 
which has so long existed, and under 
which the country has been so great 
and so happy ; and [ am so firmly con- 
vinced that this peaceable settlement 
cannot take place without a dissolution 
of this present Parliament, that, in spite 
of my wishes, I cannot help listening 
to my fears. However, a few hours 
will determine the question, though, 
perhaps, not before this paper will go 
to the press. 

Faipay Morwinc.—The dissolution 
will take place in three or four days. 
A great body of the people of West- 





| occasion. 





CURIOUS. 


A scene which took place in the 
|House of Commons on Wednesday 
night last, is well worthy of attention, 
|'Mr. Lennarp, in presenting a petition 
‘from the non-resident freemen of the 
Borough of Maldon, expressing them- 
selves ready to sacrifice their private 
| interests for the sake of the public good, 
| said, that, 
| He would offer that Petition to the Member 
‘for Preston as one among many proofs that 
| he had mistaken the feeling of the people of 
this country. He (Mr. Lennard) was satts- 
fied that many, not only of those who derived 
no immediate and personal advantage from 
| the bill, but that many of those who would be 
‘subjected by it to personal sacrifices, were, 
| nevertheless, on public grounds, most anxious 
| tu give it their support. 

Mr. Hunt said that the people were Ud- 
_doubtedly iu favour of the bill, so faras dis- 
'franchisement of the rotten boroughs went; 
| but he was also sure that they supported it 
| because they expected to get some relief 1 
"consequence of the measure. ‘ 

Mr. Hume observed, that all persons ¥ : 
gave up private privileges for the gr 
of a great public object deserved praise 
their conduct. Such had been the course 
pursued by the hon. Member for on eH 
and by Sir Sandford Graham, and in bot es 
stances from the purest motives. The eed 
Member for Preston did not do justice hee 
sentiments of the people, and he (Mr. we 
had the authority of Mr. Doherty, of Manche 
ter, for declaring thut the hon. Member r 
presentations of the opinions of the peep 
that town were most erroneous. oe 

Mr. Hunr said, that amongst other con . 
dictions that had been offered to his ee el ’ 
the hon. Member for Staffurdshire 
that he should be able to lay hefore the ae 
a petition from Dalsten, denyin that t! Ava 
formers of that place entertained the opt) 
which Mr. Huut had attributed to them 
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the subject of Reform. He (Mr, H.) knew! 


> the efforts that bad been made to obtain the: 


sirnatures to that petition, and he knew also 
that for five shillings he could obtain any num- | 


DP ober of signatures he might require to any pe- | 
ition. (Cheers.) He repeated his assertion, | 


that the country was not favourable to the | 
bill. Ministers bad not shown that any good | 


' would be effected for the purpose by that 
| measure, nor bad they, on their parts, evinced 
a wish to reduce the burdens of the people. 


They had even gone so far as to tell the coun- 
trv that no reductions of taxation could be 


» effected ! ( Hear.) 


Mr. Hume was only desirous to defend 


those whom the hon. Member for Preston had 


misrepresented, and had no wish to attack 
that Gentleman. He and those who agreed 
with him were willing to take by the bill all 


the good they could obtain, and at the same 


time that they by no means accused the hon. 
Member for Preston. They regretted that he 
acted as adrag upon those who support the 
Ministerial measure of Reform. (Hear.) 

Mr. LyrTLeTon presented a petition from 
West Bromwich and other places in the 
county of Stafford in favour of the ministe- 


' rial plan of Parliamentary Reform, and 


he moved that the petition be read at 


length by the Clerk at the Table; which 
_ having been agreed to, it then appeared that 
the petition referred to an opinion which had 


gone abroad that the working classes were un- 


| Javourable to the measure of Reform. The 


petitioners denied that statement altogether, 
and, for their own parts, earnestly prayed the 
House that the bill might pass into a law. 

M. Hunt said, that he spoke of the opinions 


' of the working classes of Staffordshire, from 
| what he conceived to be good information. 


Mr. Lytrieton did not deny that the peti- 
tion had been forwarded with the view of 
counteracting the statement made by the hon. 


_ Member for Preston; that certainly was the 


impression upon his mind. 
The Speaker was sure the hon. Member 


_ Must now feel satisfied, that a petition calcu- 
_ lated to produce such an impression ought not 
_ to have been presented. 


Sir. C, WETHERELL contended, that a peti- 


tion presented for the purpose of denying any 
_ Statement made by any hon. Member in his 


place in parllament ought not to have been 
received, and he should therefore move that 


> it be withdrawn. ! 


Mr. Rice observed, that the petition only 
stated that the petitioners had heard that 
declarations had been made. This was no 
direct allusion to what had taken place in 


4 that House; and he was sure that the House 
_ Would not force an inference against the peti- 
_ toners, merely because after the petition had 


heen received, the hon. Member who had pre- 
Sented it had stated that he believed it refer- 
red to what had taken place in that House. 
Similar declarations had been madc out of 
that House, and it might be to those declara- 
“ons that the petition referred, 
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The Speaker said he had not interfered till 
he heard the hon. Member who presented the 
petition state that his impression was, that 
it referred to what had taken place in that 
House. If the impression of the House coin- 
cided with that, they could not receive it with- 
out violating their own rules. 

Mr, Hunt said, that the petition had been 


| got up fraudulently in London and sent down 


to Staffordshire. 

Mr. LyTrLeron was satisfied that there was 
nothing of fraud about the petition, and that 
there was never a more groundless assertion 


than that made by the hon. Member for Preston. 


After a few words from Sir Charles Wetherell 
and Mr. C. Forbes, the petition was ordered 
to be printed. 

It is curious to see the Speaker so 
anxious to prevent this petition from 
being received. ‘The House did, how- 
ever, receive it, and cause it to be print - 
ed. Sir Caarctes WeTHERKLL, curious 
indeed, is against the petition being 
received. Colonel Srsruorp, too, in 
the course of the debate, cordially agreed 
with the Member for Preston, that the 
Bill ‘‘ was not acceptable to the people 
of England.” He said he believed it 
to “ be a fraud upon the country, and 
“the more it was exposed, the more 
“the people would be disgusted with 
** it.” How curious is this agreement 
of opinion between the great radical 
reformer and the man who is for no re- 
form at all! 





MR. HAWKINS’S SPEECH, 
In the House of Commons, April 19th, 1831. 


Mr. Hawkins rose and spoke as follows :— 
As I consider the present motion of the gal- 
lant General as the first of a series of some- 
what similar measures, whose tendency, 
whether intentional or not, will be to defeat 
what may be called the disfranchisement 
part of the present bill; aud as to all such 
attempts I am prepared to give the most 
strenuous opposition in my power, I shall, 

rhaps, be sparing the time of the House if 

take this opportunity of stating, once for 
all, my opinions on this of the subject, 
and, as briefly as » & few of the 
reasons which have induced me to con- 
sider the Schedules A and B as the most 
important and most indi 
of the present measure. (Hear.) I would, 
most assuredly, Sir, not bave troubled the 
House now, had I succeeded in catching your 
eye on either of the former debates, and even 
now, were my own interests alone affected by 
the vote which I am about to give, | should 
have preferred giving that vote in silence ; 
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nor would | have obtruded upon the attention | 
of the House any reasons for the correctness 
of those opinions, for the sincerity of which 
such a vote would have been a sufficient 
guarantee. But, Sir, the House will probably 
think with me, that the sacrifice, even toa 
great constitutional necessity, of the privi- 
leges of those who have entrusted their in- 
terests to my keeping, demauds a few words 
in justification of so painful a duty; and the 
more especially so, as, in the present instance, 
this sacrifice of them is nvt rendered less 
painful to me by avy corruption on their 
part. If I had paid, or was about to pay, 
directly or indirectly, by myself or by others, 
a single farthing for the seat I vow hold, I 
might have been expected to reconcile myself 
without regret to this vote, upou the incon- 
trovertible plea that purchase makes property, 
and that I had a right to do what | like 
with my own. (Hear, hear, and a laugh.) 
But, Sir, as I have no such excuse to 
offer to my constituents, the smallness of 
whose numbers is their only fault, I am 
unable to avail myself of such an application 
of anew constitutional doctrine either in ex- 
cusing myself to them, or in arguing to the 
House; yet, though I have no such exquisite 
reason, yet I think I have reasons good 
enough, and some few of them I shall, with 
permission of the House, proceed to offer. Of 
course, Sir, | shall avoid, as strictly as pos- 
sible, all arguments for the mere purpose of 
proving that of which lam glad to see so 
many have become convinced since the 
first introduction of this measure, of which 
this House seems, at last, as unanimously 
convinced as the people—the necessity of some 
reform; but one argumeut there is which I 
shall notice, inasmuch as the unfairness of its 
sophistry is only equalled by the constancy of 
its repetition. I allude to that class of an- 
tagonists who do not venture into the brunt 
of the battle with a decided opposition to re- 
form, but who always entertain a sincere con- 
viction, at any given moment, that the pre- 
sent is not the right moment for the discus- 
sion of this question (hear, bear, hear), and | 
they arrive at such conviction by this ingeni- 
ous dilemma—wlien the people are clamurous 
for reform, ‘they tell us that we ought nut to | 
concede such a measure to the demands of 
popular turbulence; and whea the people are 
silent, that silence is a proof of indifference, 
and therefore the measure need not be. passed. 
(Hear, bear, hear.) I will readily allow, Sir, 
‘to these tacticiaus all the merit which is due 
for a very skilful disposition of such farces .as 
they possess; but itiis searcely necessary to 
remind ‘them, by way of serious answer, that 
if the turbulence of yesterday was their only 
‘reason for refusing reform, the tranquillity of 
to-day is a conclusive reason for granting it. 
(Cheers.) If, as they themselves say, we sit 
bere to consult the anterests rather than the 
wishes of the people, surely, Sir, their pa- 
tence uuder misgevernment is no more an 
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would be their impatience under salutary 
control a reason for Surreudering our owy, 
(Cheers.) And this allusion to the wishes of 
the people reminds me of ove other argument 
of our adversaries, concerning the way jp 
which this measure has been received by the 
people of England, which I will notice on ac- 
count of its originality; and at this staze { 
thedebate we should be unreasonable indeed, 
if we were not thankful for originality of argu- 
ment in any shape. (Hear, hear.) If one of 
his Majesty's Ministers had told us, as a proof 
of the merits of this measure, that jis ap- 
pearance had been hailed by reformers of all 
parties, and all opinions, as the signal for 
rallying again round that constitution whose 
regeneration they had abandoned in despair; 
if his Majesty’s Ministers had told us how 
this measure had reconciled to the Legislative 
Authority of this House the friends whom its 
corruption had disgusted, and the enemies 
whom its misconduct had exasperated, we 
should have found in the Petitions Jaid ou this 
table since the appearance of the billthe na 
tural and satisfactory grounds on which such 
assertions were founded. But whoever ex- 
pected to bear this fact seriously brought 
forward, as it has been, as a reason against 
this bill 2—*‘* Your measure must be bad, be- 
cause it is approved by every body.” 

“ Your sins are great, because they are so smal.” 

( Hear.) 

Sir, 1 have heard much in my childhood of 
a precept to this effect—that he who begus 
by attempting to please every-body, will pro- 
bably end by pleasing nebedy; but this is the 
first time 1 bave leard either a person ora 
measure abused upon the express ground that 
it actually did please every-body. Surely, 
Sir, the dearth of argument on that side o 
the House has induced hon, Members, iv the 
desperation of this Jast struggle for political 
existence, to snatch up hastily, their aidversa- 
ties’ weapons at the risk of cuttiag their “yr 
fingers. Sir, | ackmowledge this change 
toue in the Petitions of the people; and | ail 
it as a gratifying proof (to those by we 
such proof is needed) that the people are ~ 
unreasonable; that they: will give up as #UC® 
to the prudence of their -ralers, as they ret 
to obtain from — Se ; aoe Boe 

ove by the example .of, the present, bo *" 
ar will not condescend to read the history a 
the past, hew very :limited a measure of oe 
fidence on the part of a Governmen 
the fidelity of its subjects as repaid 
how full. a confidence on the, patt “ 
those subjects..in the wisdom and ye 
grity of their rulers. (Hear,. hear-) al 
now, Sir, that I may keep my Pee keto 
brevity better than such vows areusually 5 
i willomit.what I would bave.said 00 a 
inquiries into the primitive form of ane in 
presentative system, of which we poe 
former years heard so much ; and! coe 
willingly give up those doctrines of 
right, so.much insisted.on by our peedecess” 





exouse for our denial of their rights, than | in this great cause. Ishouldeven be oo” 
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| of history for the title deeds of our representa- 
tive system, that same history tells me of al- 


the present measure dwindles into insiguifi- 


to birmingham, without judicial procedure, 


, of Ireland? (Hear.) 


‘hot this reform as a matter of abstract right, 


_ asthe fruit of historical research, but of his 


evidence whereby this is proved, I claim the 


Goveroment and ‘social order, and that politi- 


25 


et 


for the purposes of this dispute, to assume 
that our right to our present liberties is a pre- | 
scriptive right alone; for, by the very same 
rescriptive right to occasional neces- 


sae | 
Ifl am referred to the records 


sary refori. 


teratious in that system,compared with which 


cance. (Hear, hear.) IfI am told that the 
transfer of the elective franchise from Gatton 


is a violent innovation, | cannot but recollect 
that within little more than a century, two 
independent legislatures have been blotted 
out {rom the pageof the constitution, (hear, 
hear,) and with them the greater part of the 
represeutaticn whereof they were composed. 
If | am told that the vested rights of the 
present constituency are inviolable, I ask 
(aud though so frequently asked before, it 
has uever yet received an attempt at an an- 
swer) what has become of the 40s. freeholders 
Sir, that very revolution 
of 1688, which has sometimes been appealed 
to as the definitive resting-place of our con 
stitutioual ark, as the Sion of our political 
Wandering, that revolution which changed the 
succession to the throne, is surely sufficient 
precedent for the disfranchisement of a numi- 
bation borough. (Hear, hear.) Sir, if the 
success of my own argument were the sole 
interest I felt in this question, I should wil- 
lingly risk the event of the controversy on this 
appeal to historical precedent ; but I will not 
place the cause of the people of England on 
auysuch narrow ground of defence. We seek 


but of practical expediency; we claim it, not 


torical experience; (hear, hear;) we ask it, 
hot beeause it was so in our forefather’s time, 
but because it would have been so now, had 
our forefathers lived in ours. (Cheers.) Sir, 
tis notenough to tell us that our borough 
systein is now what it was 200 years ago. It 
uot enough to tell us that a system of ty- 
raunical compulsion and corrupt iufluence 
— was in barmony with the vielence and 
rir of the politieal warfare of those days, 
en Was in. harmony with the remains of 
a power ‘and the remembrance of feudal 

elity, which was suited alike to the selfish- 
a of their political vices and the sternness 
0 + paee political virtues; it is not enough to 
tel us that such a system. is not grown worse, 
if even that it is considerably improved. 
. the politieal struggles of those days 
He, compared with the polite encounters of 
e own, the warfare.of giants; they displayed 

© selfishness and tyranny of giant natures ; 
aod when the bludgeon was the umpire of 
popelns meetings and the axe of. legislative 
thar nls, it Was ‘natural and unavoidable 

© corruption and intintidation should be 
reckoned the two main pillars of established 
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cal honesty should be identified with blind 
fidelity to the landlord or the party leader. 
But now, Sir, that the Sunday Pamphlet has 
superseded the bludgeon of the mob; now, 
that the daily journal has been admitted, by 
mutual consent, as a fitter arbiter between 
contending factions than the axe; now, that 
the prim schoolmaster is found a more ef- 
fective bugbear to political disturbers than 
the grim headsman, it is too much to demand 
of us the continuance of those means of Go- 
veromeut whose worst corruption was upno- 
ticed amidst the greater hideousness of the 
ends to which they were rendered subservient. 
(Hear.) Sir, I never contemplate the discus- 
sious which have passed on this question, but 
I feel myself half a convert to the now un- 
fashionable conduct of the wisdom of our an- 
cestors. I am told that they bad, of necessity, 
less experience, and less wisdom than our- 
selves. Less experience I admit they had; 
but that they had less wisdom I almost doubt, 
when I see that, unlike their descendants, 
they made, to the best of their ability, a prac- 
tical application of that experience to the ne- 
cessities and difficulties which occurred ; and 
were Sir Thomas More really to rise from his 
erave for the purpose of instracting a Poet 
Laureate in political economy, he might well 
ask us what do we gain by our superior know- 
ledge and accumulated expericace, when a 
few sounding phrases and a few hard names 
are sufficient to deter us from putting to a 
practical use the results of that experience, 
aud the deductions of that knowledge. (Hear, 
hear.) So much, Sir, for the authority of past 
generations; now a few observations address- 
ed to the reflection and the experience of the 
present. Of course, Sir, t shall not be called 
upon at this day, either in or out of this House, 
tu auswer an opponent who seriously pretends 
ignorance of the measure in which our no- 
mination system works, whatever may be his 
opinion of the results which it produces. 
Upon the former of these questions, there is 
no longer either mystery or disagreement; to 
the latter I shall briefly address myself. Now, 
Sir, this question of the results of our borough 
system is a question of fact; and it is a 
question of fact. which the limits of debate 
preclude us from adduciug as satisfactory and 
direct testimony ; for such testimony would 
be nothiog less than the political history of 
England for sach’a period as the disputants 
should agree in considering a fair criterion. 
To enter satisfactorily upon such a field of in- 
quiry is, im this place, manifestly impossible ; 
and to touch upon it by quoting a few isolated 
examples is only opening a vast magazine 
whence disputants on either side may furvish 
themselves with a species of light weapon of 
equal brightness, but equally indecisive. We 
have been told, for instance, of the talent 
habitually introduced into the Hoase through 
the narrow of a close borough ; but we 
have not been told what proportion this talent 
ure to the te mediocrity, not to say 
occasional , of such introductions. 
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Honourable Members opposite string up their 
dozen of chvice pippins in a golden row to 
win our admiration; but we have not been 
called to notice the bushels of crabs which 
have sprung from the same stock. (Cheers.) 
And surely, Sir, it would not have weakened 
our oppouent’s case, if they had bestowed 
some pains in showing that this talent had 
been generally applied to the service of the 
country, and not of its possessors and their 
patrons. Napoleun’s servile Senate was a 
collection of the talent, the science, aud the 
experience of France; but we shall hardly 
refer to that as a pattern of a legislative 
assembly. (Hear, hear, hear.) And these 


observations, Sir, remind me of what is, 


after all, the fatal objection to such a system 
of election ; that which is, to my mind, the 
decisive reason against the existence of even 
the purest of these boroughs. We have 
heard much boasting of the independence of 
our self-elected legislators ; and if independ- 
ence is always to be measured by irrespousi- 
bility, it is not to be denied that they are 
most aristocratically independent of that 
people whose representatives they are so fond 


of styling themselves. But here, Sir, is the | 


fatal taint in the source from whence they 


spring, here is that illegitimacy of origin | 


which will ever stand in the way of that 
solutary respect which all rulers, to make 
their rule effective, should enjoy in the eyes 
of the people. Legislators they may be, wise 
and honest legislators if you please, but 
representatives they are not and cannot be. 
Hereditary members of an elective assembly, 


peers in the House of Commons, by their | 


presence here they intercept from the here- 
ditary branch of the legislature that popular 
confidence which they cannot enjoy them- 
selves. (Cheers.) Sir, there is no one re- 
mark which our adversaries are more assidu- 
ous in submitting to our attention than the 
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Petitions (hear, hear); that the acri 

winks at, if he does not mt ge 
rages of his labourers, as a circuitous mean 
of lightening those taxes which had disabled 
him from meeting their demands ; it is, Sir, 





for these reasons that (however our advyersa. 
ries may persist with a politic affectation of 
fear to transpose the terms) that Revolution 
has been called for when reform was wanted - 
it is, Sir, to the obstinate continuance of this 
antiquated corruption that we owe those pe. 
riodical outbreaks of popular discontent which, 
since the first French Revolution, have kept 
that people, and among them the greatest 
intellect of the age, in a state of wonder at 
the continued existence of a Constitutiog 
which only throws off its peccant humours by 
this system of chronic convulsions. (Hear) 
It is, Sir, to use the language of common 
life—it is because I am obliged to secure, not 
by force, at least by an understood readiness 
to apply it, the good conduct towards me of 
that man to whom I can offer no other mo- 
tives; it is because a very little knowledge of 
human nature would make the most careless 
disposition unwilling to trust for a moment 
out of sight that man who has any power in 
his possession, but of whose character | do net 
approve, and over whose actions I have no 
control. (Hear, hear.) But, Sir, as I said 
before, it is quite impossible to prove general 
misconduct, or general merit, by any number 
of particular instances which the limits of 
debate will permit us to quote ; there is but 
one indisputable criterion to which we cai 
appeal in this place; and that criterion must 
be sought by each individual among the re- 
‘sults of his own observation, and his own ex 
perience without these walls. That criterion 
of legislative capacity is the general effect 
produced upon public opinion by the conduct 





of such a legislation; a slow, silent, cont 
‘nuous effect—visible, indeed, through the 


necessity, that a legislative assembly should! whole of its insidious progress to those whose 


80 far enjoy the confidence Of the people that 
it should not be obliged to act as the mere 
momeutary index of popular will; that it 


business it is to watch the signs of the times— 
the gathering thunder-cloud of a summers 
_day—unhbeeded by less attentive observers, U0 


should represent the opinions of the com-|til the first audible mutterings of its wrath, 


munity upon an average of years, and be 
responsible for the ultimate tendency rather 


‘and unnoticed by the multitude in generdl, 


until it burst in storm aud desolation on the 


than the particular line of its conduct. Sir,| land. Thisis that unerring criterion to whic 


in this doctrine I most cordially agree: and 
1 do, therefore, protest against the continu. 
ance of that system of representation which 


compels the people to interfere with a jealous | 


expression of their opinions on each particu- 
lar action of this House that does not fall in 
with their momentary humour; because they 
feel, that whether the ultimate results of that 
action be such as to justify us or not, they at 
least will have no future opportunity of con- 
trolling the actors, or of adopting precau- 
tions against the repetition or continuance 





of the action. It is, Sir, for these reasons 
that the press admonishes us by threats’ 
instead of advice (hear, hear); that the. 
manufacturing artizan enrols his name in 


affiliated societies, iustead of subscribiag it to throw less suspicion over their testimony, w- 


rulers have never yet appealed until the 
eleventh hour; this is that indisputable s'59 
of the times which Governments never ae 
to notice until they can no longer close t ra 
eyes to the lightning nor their ears i 
thunder. (Cheers.) There is, indeed, >" 
on this question of fact—on this en 
the good or bad results of our present sy* the 
—one argument which I shall suggest an 
Hovse—an application of the old gn apr 
from cause to effect. What, Sir, is the o- 
state of the case now before this court? aos 
are two parties : one affirming the nga 
of our nomination system ; the other, Sti 
equally numerous, and if not more dist 
ested, at least placed in circumstances ¥ 





| 
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firming, with as bold an appeal to experience, 
the bad effects of the same system! So far, 
Sir, the testimony in favour of us is at least of 
equal value with that in favour of our ad- 
versaries; but what will be said when these 
very adversaries join most cordially with us in 
their character of the system which produces 
these much-disputed effects? Why, Sir, | 
these very trumpeters of this House—those 
champions of our motley frauchise—allow that 
they are astonished when they contemplate | 
the apparently inadequate causes which pro- 
duce these vaunted results; they allow that 
they cannot explain by what miracle of our 
politico-moral pature such purity is engen- 
dered of such corruption. (Hear, hear, hear.) 
We inter the existence of bad effects from bad 
causes, Our adversaries join with us in our 
character of the causes, but infer therefrom 
nothing but good effects. (Hear.) Thus 
much, Sir, for those who, abandoning the 
machinery of our representative system as 
unteuable ground, take up their position in 
defeuce of its results. But there is another, 
aud vo less numerous class, who, giving up 
both machinery and results as equally inde- 
feusible—who, acknowledging that they see 
here no exception to the old rule of “ Like 
causes produce like effects,’’ demur, never- 
theless, to any proposal for amending the sys- 
tem from an apprehension of danger, whose 
maguitude, in their eyes, is perphaps to be 
explaived upon the old principle of ‘ omne 
ignotum pro mirifico ;’ inasmuch as they have 
bever yet been able exactly to specify what 
that danger is. The sole difference between 
them and us is, Shall the decayed parts of 
the system he mended or not? Both are 
agreed how much the system wants mending, 
hut ove party is unwilli g to begin so perilous 
a job. Both are agreed that it is in rags and 
tatiers ; but whenever we begin to thread the 
daruing-needle, they exclaim, ‘‘ Leave it 
aluve, in the name of prudence—in the name 
of Caution—in the name of Robespierre and 
Dauton—it is so rotten, that if you attempt to 
pul astitch in the whole will fall to pieces.” I 
Will uot stop, Sir, to remind such objectors what 
Mauver of compliment they are paying to the 
vld garment which has served their turn so 
ebg, aud for which they profess such a 
‘everation (a laugh}; but do they not see 
the inevitable inference which the political 
tare would draw fro‘u this admission ? 
‘ould not the auswer be ready and irre- 
Pleable? If the state of the garment be 
such a; you avow, theu it is high time to get 
@ new one. And is not this, Sir, the dilemma 
‘0 Which the obstinate refusal of all the mo 
derate and timely amendmeuts has, for some 
time, placed us? Have we not been told by 
ear if nota stroug party, that the Legis- 
: eof England is incorrigible ? that it is too 
vtteu to be patched up, and that it is high 
ime to get a vew oue ? And to whom do we 
Owe this, but to those whe passed by every 
°Ppertunity for a timely reform, with ao im- 
pudent denial of the existence of any blemish 


(cheers) ; and who now, when such denial is 
no longer possible, think to evade the results 
of their own obstinacy by an affectation of 
sudden discovery, that such blemishes have 
gone too far—have spread themselves too 
universally through the system, to leave any 
part where a repair may be commenced with- 
out danger of pulling the whole to pieces ? 
(Hear, hear, hear.) And these, Sir, are the 
self-elected champions of our Monarchical 
Government? And these are the best grounds 
on which they would risk its defence? Sir, I 
am not of their opinion. [I have better 
thoughts of that monarchy of England, which 
has withstood far more serious renovation 
than this; I have better thoughts of those 
institutions which our ancestors feared not to 
reform and repair whenever they saw need so 
todo. I tremble not at their exposure to the 
ordeal of public opinion ; through that ordeal 
they were never yet passed but they came out 
with equal beauty and with renovated purity 
(hear, hear, hear); from those struggles 
which have exuded the superfluous flesh the 
hone derives its strength aud the sinews their 
elasticity. What these apprehensions of 
danger are it is in vain for us toask. Our 
opponents have on this subject contented 
themselves with vague generalities, nor have 
they even condescended to place before us 
any intelligible picture of those phantoms 
which exercise so powerful an influence 
over their own imaginations. We cannot, of 
course, be expected to combat those forces 
which will not take the field. We cav only 
ask, what danger there wiil henceforth exist 
which does not exist now? What supports 
the monarchy and peerage now but public 
opinion ? and how can that support be weak- 
ened when we have enlisted public opinion in 
their favour by granting that reform which, 
of all others, public opinion is now most 
loudly demanding? (Loud cheering.) We 
have been told, indeed, that the House of 
Peers could not exist without the support 
which it derives from its nominees in this 
assembly. But, Sir, were we to grant this 
we should immediately ask, what supports 
this assembly? If the House of Peers is 
thrown back upon the House of Commons, 
on what does the House of Commons rely ? 
After all the discussions of the theoretical, and 
the intrigues of the practical statesman, we 
come ultimately and in the last resort to 
public opinion as the tortoise which is to 
carry the elephaut, which carries the minis- 
terial world; and, however we may consult 
our distaste for unpalatable remedies, how~- 
ever we may think to avoid the bitter neces- 
sity of physic by attributing our strength to 
the disease of which we are dying ; however 
we may flatter our imagined dignity by a 
vaunted independence of popular opinion ; it 
is that popular opivion which is our best 
staff of support, though we will continue to 
insult it by clinging to a broken reed. 
(Cheers.) “Ir, c 

Mr. Canving, and which is thus briefly 





| 


his topic, Sir, reminds me of 
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summed up in his own words:—‘‘If you 
reform the House of Commons on the ground 
of past misconduct, what will you do with 
the House of Lords?’ New, Sir, this ob- 
jection te reform in general, is shortly aud 
conclusively answered by a reference to that 
part of the bill which is now the subject of 
discussion, In the sehedules A and Bb is 
written that which we intend to do with the 
House of Lords : we intend to deprive them 
of that corrupt and unconstitutional influence 
which they exercise ju this House; intend to 
confine them to their own court; we wish 


signed to control each other, but ruled ina 
great measure by the same judges, and con- 


trolled by a mutual influence. (Cheers.) One | the church. 
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think those hearts worth the Wioning, even a 
the price of my owe power. (Loud cheering.) 
We have been accused of attempting hy 
a threat of revolution to intimidate those 
very oppouents, whose favourite arzumen 
against this bill—whose staff of reliance, 
if f may judge from their cheers, is their 
own fear of revolution as the ultimate 
consequence. Why, Sir—threat for threat 
—upon our joint showing of the case, the 
question would only be which way led 
soonest and straightest to revolution. They 


_do not defend acknowledged iniquities of the 
in future that either House should be what! 
it was intended to be, a court of perpetual | those of general expediency; they acknow- 
appeal from the decisions of the other, in- | ledge the occasional personal, and constant 
stead of that monstrous anomaly which | moral, corruption inflicted by our present 
they now offer to the world of two courts, de- | nomination system ; but it is the ouly way, 


| 


present system upou any other grounds thaa 


forsooth, of keeping things quict ; the oaly 
way of saving the monarchy, the peerage, and 
Why, Sir, may we not entertain 


complaint has been made against the particu- | the same fears as our adversaries? Why are 
lar vart of the measure now under discussion, | they to be allowed to allege their own prospec- 
which comes with a peculiarly bad grace from | tive cowardice as a reason against that mea- 


those by whom it is now put forth; we are 
told of the anomalies both as regards popula- 
tion and property, which will sull defend our 
representative system, as if those anomalies 
could be put for one instaut in comparison 
with those which now exist, and as if those 
very persons would not be the must vociferous 
in scouting such a reform as would be neccs- 
sary to sweep away all anomalies whatever. 
(Cheers.) Another complaint I will notice is 
one not directed against the measure itself, 
but agaiust those who have introduced it ; 
and this complaint I approach with some diffi- 
dence of my own Constitational knowledge. 
Sir, | must confess (and 1 shail be thankful 
for correction if wrong), | must confess that 
I was not aware until the late debates on this 
question, that the appeal of a British King 
from his Parliament to his people was an un- 
constitutional measure. I had thought that 
both the theory and practice of our Constitu- 
tion had decided, that a Parliament at issue 
with its coustitueats on a great Constitutivoal 
question might, by ne unprecedented exercise 
of the Royal Prerogative, be sent hack to those 
constituents, if not for further instruction, at 
least for further proofs of confideuce. (Cheers.) 
And now, Sir, before I sit down, one word 
concerning that people of England, to whose 
hopes and wishes, as it seems, bis Majesty’s 
Ministers must not even allude in this House, 
without danger of being tauuted from the op- 
posite bench, with an appeal to their physical 
force! J, Sir, shall put forth myself no 
vauuting defiance of that giant power which 
now sleeps a faithful servant at our feet—that 
ower which never yet put forth its strength 
te in our defence, and against which, if once 
ittarn in madness on its master, vo-defiance 
will avail. (Cheers.) If, as a legislator, I am 
called upon to forget that the people have 
hands, as an Englishman I[ cannot forget that 
they have hearts; aud at all times, indeed, 
but more especially 








in times Mike these, 407 


Court their own i 


sure, in favour of which we must not state 
our present apprehensions? (Hear, bear.) 
Sir, I am net afraid of a revolution 10 
either case. {f am not afraid of that phy- 
sical violence, against which, if we were not 
protected by the guod sense of the people 
of England, the bigotry of their self-clected 
rulers would be but as a broken reed. 
But 1 do think that we shall give no small 
confirmation of that charge of legislative 10 
capacity which is now ringing in our ears, If 
we neglect to repair our house while it is stl 
summer, because the winter hurricane 16 D0 
yet upon the horizon. (Hear, hear.) It is be- 
cause we can retreat with dignity that | wish 
to retreat now; | wish to exchange that sue 
picious safety which we owe to the good _ 
rather than to the good wishes of the peopl, 
to the remembrance rather than to the coo- 
tinuance of former affection, to the — 
rather than to the feelings of past fidelity, 
wish to exchange that suspicious salety 
for the holiday security of a people's oy 
(Cheers.) There be some few, J ary 
all political parties, who care neither 

a people’s love nor have faith 10 : a 
ple’s gratitude; whose best politica 

tue is a proud consistency in wrong, or 
whose highest moral courage is an oe 
security. (Hear, hear, hear.) Where, saad 
was ever seen a fabric of time-wore pull ~ 
privilege tottering to its fall, the ry epee 
whose possessors have not displayed = owe 
idiotic security, amidst the ruin whic ~pe 
one else foresaw; —— ae age that 
detaim the House by quot re 
melancholy truth, of which polities or 
is but one long example; I will go 00 i 
back than to the early days of many of 
now address, aud ask was it the nea agen 
real or the: madness of fancied secarity ™" 
the Court of Versailles drove the eis 
tives of popular opinion to — Mg 
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’For Sale at my Shop, Bolt-court, Fleet- 


: LOCUST SEED.—Very fine and fresh, 
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tion of France ? (Hear, hear.) Or was it the 
rmness of real or the madness of fancied 
curity when, as it were but yesterday, the 
‘breathless herald of approaching insurrection 
as ordered to wait on the threshold of St. 
loud 
‘ Donec Borbonico libeat vigilare tyranno.” 
Wear, hear, hear.) What price, not the peo- 
Mle of France alone, but all civilised Europe, 
were compelled to pay for chaining that first 
madness, is now matter of history; what 
price, vot France alone, but all civilised 
oa are about to pay for chaining this 
‘gecoud madness, I dare not trust myself to 
Pprophesy (cheers); but f appeal to all impar- 
tial observers of ast and passing events who 
bave witnessed the reluctance with which that 
Pighty people commenced the struggles for 
Which they have paid so much, to say whether 
Mat people would nut have repaid with a rich 
“return of confidence and ‘love, the voluntary 
sacrifice of antiquated power, worthless and 
defenceless though it was. (Hear, hear.) That 
such gratitude would have been felt by the 
people of France for such sacrifice, [ do most 
sincerely believe; that such gratitude will be 
felt by the people of England for far less pain- 
‘Al sacrifices [ do most unhesitatingly affirm ; 
(cheers) aud the more gratitude, inasmuch as 
such sacrifices on our part are not yet incul- 
cated by the presence of that other fearful 
‘alternative. (Cheers.) For the honour of 
this ancient monarchy, whose. perils and 
Whose triumphs for so many generations 
/are chronicled in the proceedings of .this 
Fouse; for the sake of this faithful peo- 
ple who have stood by us in the hour of our 
tral, and borne with us in the hour of our 
_ Pride, let us seize the opportunity which now 
; Presents itself, to inscribe ourselves on. the 
Page of history as the first recorded example 
ol power correcting its own usurpation.” 
ve Lon. Gentleman resumed. bis seat amidst 
ud and general cheeriog. 
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SEEDS 





street, London. 


at 6s. a pound, received from America 
about two months ago. Kor instruc- 
tions relative to sowing of these seeds, 
for rearing the plants, for making 
plantations of them, for preparing 
the land to receive them, for the 
after cultivation, for the pruning, 
and for the application of the tim- 
ber; for all these see my “ WOOD- 
LANDS ;” or'T'reatise on Trper 
Tress. axp Uxperwoop. 8vo. 145. 


quantity under 101bs. 10d. a pound ; 
any quantity above 10lbs. and under 
50lbs.92d. a pound; any quantity above 
50lbs. 9d. a pound ; above 100\bs, 83d. 
A parcel of seed may be sent to any 
part of the kingdom; I will find 
proper bags, will send it to any coach 
or van or wagon, and have it booked 
at my expense ; but the money must 
be paid at my shop before the seed be 
sent away ; in consideration of which 
Il have made due allowance in the 
price. If the quantity be small, any 
friend can call and get it for a friend 
in the country; if the quantity be 
large, it may be sent by me. This 
seed was growed last year at Barn- 
Elm, on ridges six feet apart ; two 
rows, a foot apart, on each ridge. 


‘MANGEL WURZEL SEED.— Any 


quantity under 10lb., 74d. a pound ; 
any quantity above 1lOlb. and under 
50lb., 7d. a pound; any quantity 
above 50lb., 64d. a pound ; any quan- 
tity above 100lb., 6d. a pound. 
The selling at the same place as 
above; the payment in the same 
manner. This seed was also grown 
at Barn-Elm farm, the summer before 
the last. It isa seed which is just as 
good at ten years old as at one.— ‘The 
plants were raised in seed-beds in 
1828; they were selected, and those 
of the deepest red .planted out in 
a field of 13 acres; which was ad- 
mired by all who saw it, as a most 
even, true and beautiful field of the 
kind. i 
COBBETT’s CORN.—I sett THE CORN 4 
at MY SHOP IN Bour-court, aT Is. 
A BUNCH OF FINE EARS, SIX IN Ses 
NuMBER ; and the Book, on the cul- 
tivation and uses of it, at 2s. 6d. ; ae) 
which is called a ‘Trearise on Con- iF 
BETTS CORN. 





From the LONDON GAZETTE, 
Fripay, Apriv 15, 1831, 


BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED. 
MITCHELL, G,, jun., Brighton, broker. 
BANKR 


GERRISH, W., Bristol, dealer. ; 
GUNNELL, R. G., and W. Shearman, Salis- 





SWEDISH TURNIP SEED.—Any 


bury-square, Fleet-street, printers, 
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235 GAZETTE AND Markets. 


HALSON, A., George-town, Demerara, and | 


Bridgewater-square, merchant. 
MOFFETT, W., Great Bell-alley, Coleman- 
street, baker. 
MOORE, T., Allbrighton, Shropshire, butcher. 
SAXBY, T., Loughhoro’, lace-manufacturer. 
TUCKER, C., Bartlett’s-buildings, bronzist. 
WELDON, E., Cambridge, butcher. 


Tuespay, Aprit 19, 1831. 
INSOLVENT. 
Apri: 19.— PAXTON, J., jun., Iron- 
monger-lane, Cheapside, linen-draper. 
BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED, 
HEEL, T., Gateshead Low Fell, Durham, 
draper. 
BANKRUPTS., 
ALLWRIGHT, J., Strand, and Wokingham, 
Berkshire, cheesemonger. 
ARMSTRONG, J., Raskelf, Yorkshire, miller. 
BARNETT, J., Devonshire-place, Old Kent- 
road, navy-agent. 
CHALK, T. H., Barking, Essex, corn-dealer. 
CLAYTON, M. and H., East Retford, Not- 
tingham, drapers. 
COUTTS, J., jun., Notting-hill, Kensington, 
baker. 
CRITCHLEY, J., Ryeford, Gloucestershire, 
coal-merchant. 
CRONIN, J., Old Bailey, stone-merchant. 
DAVIS, J., King’s-head-yard, Russell-street, 
& Hart-st., Covent-garden, orange-mercht. 
FRANCIS, E. H., Wandsworth, Surrey, 
schoolmaster. 
LEA, J, jun., Worcester, butcher. 
MILLS, J., Clerkenwell-green, wine-mercht. 
MONK, C, and T., Frome Selwood, Somer- 
setshire, linen-drapers. 
NOVELL, W., Clapham-road, carpenter. 
PLATT, T., Brentford, coal-merchant. 
SMITH, R., William-street, New Kent-road, 
licensed victualler. 
SMITH, G. and R. Foulerton, Gutter-lane, 
warehousemen. 
aah area J., Kingston-upon-Hull, toy- 
seller. 
WRANGHAM, W., Louth, Lincolnshire, 
silversmith. 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lane, Corn-Excuance, Aprit 18.— 

Our arrivals, since this day se’nnight, of 
foreign wheat have been great; of English 
malt, English, Irish, and foreign oats and 
flour, English beans and foreign barley, 
moderately good ; of English wheat and bar- 
Jey, English peas, English and foreign rye, 
and seeds from all quarters, very fimited. 
This wa market having been numerously 
attended by hoth London and country buyers, 
together with the intelligence received this 
meses from the country signifying that the 
provincial markets were firm, and for the 
most part scantily supplied, and the sellers 
here seeming determined not to submit to 
Friday's depression, the trade, notwithstanding 


of purchasing at a reduced cur 


large. The market is very dull at Mon y! 
prices. 


——— ews 
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the last week’s immense arrivals of for en 
wheat had raised in the millers EXpectatinns 
TeNCy, Wy 
throughout, tolerably brisk, with wheat ne 
malt, peas, and seeds, at last Monday's, wig 
barley and oats at Friday’s quotations, With 
beans at an advance of 2s. per quarter. Flow 
was, on account of a further great supp) 
from America, dull of sale, but had not fale 
in price at the time we left the marker, 

WERE . cccccevecccocccece OOS. 07% 

Rye seer ereceecesereeesece SUS, ty 425, 

Barley 


falle 


eee 2. ee ee 2 2 30s. to 34s, 
fine.. Serer eeeesees 35s, to 46s, 
Peas, White .....cccccces 385. to 4s, 
Boilers eee ee eeeees 43s. to 48s, 
TT somens eecesece ols, to 4s, 
Beans, Small .....e.ceseee. 405. to 485, 
| Steer 
Oats, Potatoe .,...cceeeees 275. to Hs 
Pere. oT 
Feed Coe ee teeesese ee 24s. to 29s, 
Flour, per sack .....2.00.4 555. to 605, 


PROVISIONS. 


Bacon, Middles, new, 40s. to 45s. per cwt. 
Sides, new... 40s. to 44s. 

Pork, India, new., 118s. 6d. to —s. éd. 
Pork, Mess, new... 63s. to 65s. 0d. per bark 
Butter, Belfast .... 78s. 82s. per cwt. 
Carlow .....74s. to 84 

Cork ......76s. to 82s, 
Limerick ..82s. to 84s. 
Waterford 76s, to 94s. 

Dublin ....—s. to —s. 

Cheese, Cheshire ....50s. to 74s. 
Gloucester, Double. . 56s. to 62s. 
Gloucester, Single. ..50s. to 60s. 
—-— Edam......-44s. to 58s. 
Goude ...... 42s. to 46s. 

Hams, Irish... ....50s. to 60s. 


SMITHFIELD—April 18. 

This day’s supply of beasts was rather great, 
of calves moderately good, of sheep, —_ 
and porkers, limited. The trade was throug 
out very dull, with mutton at an advance 0 
2d., veal at a depression of from 2d. to ri 
stone, with beef, lamb, and pork, at + ay 
quotations. Beasts, 2,379; sheep aud 
15,500 ; calves, 120, pigs, 160. 


——«—« 

































































THE FUNDS. | 

3 per Cent.) ) F™ Sat. |Mon. (Tues| Wed.The, 

Cons, Ann. 79%| 87 | 793| 794 794 7% 
MARK-LANE.—Friday, April 22. 


The arrivals of Foreign Wheat are *°, 
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